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the eminent virtues and merits of his exalted char- 


acter,and be taught, by his bright example, to fulfill 
our great public duties by the lights of our own 
judgment and the dictates of our own consciences, 


ss he did, according to his honest and best con- | 


ceptions of those duties, faithfully, and to the Inst. 

Mr. WEBSTER. 
dulge me in adding a very few words to what has 
been said. My apology for this presumption is 
the very long acquaintance which has subsisted 
between Mr. Cacnoun and myself. Weare of the 


sameage. 1 made my first entrance into the House | 


of Representatives in May 1813. I there found 
Mr. CALHOUN. 


that body for two or three years. 


erations. 

From that day to the day of his death, amidst 
all the strifes of party and politics, there has sub- 
sisted between us, always, and without interrup- 
tion, a great degree of personal kindness. 

Differing widely on many great questions re- 
specting our institutions and government of the 
country, those differences never interrupted our 
personal and social intercourse. 
ent at most of the distinguished instances of the 
exhibition of his talents in debate. I have always 
heard him with pleasure, often with much in- 


struction, not unfrequently with the highest degree 


of admiration. 


Mr. Catnoun was calculated to be a leader in | 


whatsoever association of political friends he was 
thrown. He was a man of undoubted genius and 
of commanding talent. All the country and all the 
world admit that. His mind was both perteptive 
and vigorous. It was clear, quick, and strong. 
Sir, the eloquence of Mr. Ca.uovn, or the man- 
ner of his exhibition of his sentiments in public 
bodies, was part of his intellectual character. It 
grew out of the qualities of his mind. It 
was plain, strong, terse, condensed, concise; 
sometimes impassioned—-still always severe. Re- 
jecting ornament, not often seeking far for illus- 


propositions, in the closeness of his logic, and in 
the earnestness and energy of hismanner. These 


are the qualities, as I think, which have enabled | 
him through such a long course of years to speak | 


His | 


often, and yet always command attention. 
demeanor as a Senator is known to us all—is ap- 
preciated, venerated by us all. No man was 
more respectful to others; no man carried himself 
with greater decorum, no man with superior dig- 
nity. { think there is not one of us but felt, when 
he last addressed us from his seat in the Senate— 
his form still.erect, with a voice by no means in- 
dicating such a degree of physical weakness as did 
in fact possess him, with clear tones, and an im- 


pressive, and I may say, an imposing manner—who | 


did not feel that he might imagine that we saw be- 
fore us a Senator of Rome, when Rome survived. 


Sir, | have not, in public nor in private life, | 


known a more assiduous person in the discharge || States, adding a new sense of obligation to my | 


of his appropriate duties. I have known no man 
who wasted less of life in what is called recre- 
ation, or employed less of it in any pursuits not 
connected with the immediate discharge of his 
duty. He seemed to have no recreation but the 
pleasure of conversation with his friends. Cut of 
the chambers of Congress, he was either devoting 
himself to the acquisition of knowledge pertaining 
to the immediate subject of the duty before him, 
or else he was indulging in those social interviews 
in which he so much delighted. 

_ My honorable friend from Kentucky has spoken 
in just terms of his colloquial talents. They cer- 
tainly were singular and eminent. ‘There was a 
charm in his conversation not often found. He 
delighted, especially, in conversation and inter- 
course with young men. I suppose-that there has 


nh ho man among us who had more winning 
manners, in such an intercourse and such conver- 
Sation, with men comparatively young, than Mr. 

‘ALHOUN. I believe one great power of his char- 
acter, in general, was his conversational talent. 
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I hope the Senate will in- | 


He had already been a member of | 
I found him | 
then an active and efficient member of the assem- | 
bly to which he belonged, taking a decifed part, | 
and exercising a decided influence, in all its delib- | 


I have been pres- | 
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I believe it is that, as well as a consciousness of | 
his high integrity, and the greatest reverence for || 


|| his talents and ability, that has made him so en- | 
| deared an object to the people of the State to which | 


he belonged. 


Mr. President, he had the basis, the indispen- | 


sable basis, of all high character; and that was, 
unspotted integrity—unimpeached honor and char- 
acter. If he had aspirations, they were high, and 
honorable, and noble. There was nothing grov- 
elling, or low, or meanly selfish, that came near 
the head or the heart of Mr. Catnoun. Firm in 
| his purpose, perfectly patriotic and honest, as I 


and in the measures that he defended, aside from 
that conducted him to eminent stations for the 


benefit of the Republic, I do not believe he had a 
| selfish motive or selfish feeling. However, sir, 
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New Sentes.... No. 40. 
the spirits of the departed hover around the places 
they have left, | earnestly pray that his may soon 
be permitted to look back upon our country, whieh 
he has left in excitement, confusion, and appre- 
hension, restored to calmness, security, and fra- 
ternal feeling, as broad as the bounds of our Union, 





; and as fixed as the eternal principles of justice, in 


which our Government has its foundation. 
Mr. CLEMENS. I do not expect, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to add anything to what has already been 


|| said of the illustrious man whose death we all so 


am sure he was, in the principles that he espoused, | 


that large regard for that species of distinction | 


he may have differed from others of us in his po-.| 


principles and those opinions will now descend 
|, to posterity, under the sanction of a great name. 
|, He has lived long enough, he has done enough, 


litical opinions or his political principles, those | 


|| and he has done it so well, so successfully, so | 


| honorably, as to connect himself for all time with 
the records of his country. 


|| cal character. Those of us who have known him 


|| here will find that he has left upon our minds and | 


our hearts a strong and Jasting impression of his 
person, his character, and his public performances, 


| grateful recollection that we have lived in his age, 
| that we have been his contemporaries, that we 
| have seen him, and heard him, and known him. 

| We shall delight to speak of him to those who are 


| 
| 


rising up to fill our places. 


| another, in succession, to our graves, we shall 
carry with us a deep sense of his genius and char- 


| 
| acter, his honor and integrity, his amiable deport- | 


| ment in private life, and the purity of his exalted 
| patriotism. 


be considered inappropriate for me to say a word 
| upon this solemn occasion. Being a native of the 
| same State with the distinguished Senator whose 
| death has cast such a gloom upon this Senate and 
the audience here assembled, | had the good for- 

tune, at an early period of my life, to make his ac- 

quaintance. At that time, he was just entering 
| upon that bright career which has now terminated. 
| | was then a boy, with prospects anything but 
|| flattering. To him, atthat period, | was indebted 

for words of kindness and encouragement; and 
| often since, in the most critical positions in which 
|| | have been placed, a recurrence to those words of 
| encouragement has inspired me with resolution to 
meet difficulties that beset my path. 


ance, after an absence of some fifteen years; and 
| this took place after he had taken an active part 
in the question of annexing Texas to the United 


| feeling of gratitude. 
|; Inthe stirring questions that have agitated the 


| from him; but it is a matter of heartfelt gratifica- 





| remained unaltered. And, sir, it will be a source 
_ of pleasant, though sad reflection, to me, through- 
; out hfe, to remember, that on the last day on 


| which he occupied his seat in this chamber, his | 


_ body, worn down by disease, but his mind as 
| vigorous as ever, we held a somewhat extended 
| conversation on the exciting topics of the day, in 
| which the same kind feelings which had so strong- 
ly impressed me in youth, were still manifested 
| toward me by the veteran statesman. But, sir, 





he is gone from among us; his voice will never 


councils; his spirit has left a world of trouble, 
care, and anxiety, to join the spirits of those pa- 


brighter and better world. 


deeply deplore; but silence upon an occasion like 
this would by no means meet the expectations of 
those whose representative | am. ‘To borrowa 
figure from the Senator from Kentucky, the bright- 
est star in the brilliant galaxy of the Union bas 
gone out, and Alabama claims a place among the 
_ chief mourners over the event. Differing often 
from the great southern statesman on questions of 
public policy, she has yet always accorded due 
homage to his genius, and still more to that blame- 
less purity of life which entitles him to the higtt- 
est and noblest epitaph which can be graven upon 
a mortal tomb. For more than forty years an 
active participant in all the fierce struggles of 


|| party, surrounded by those corrupting influences 


He is now a histori- | 


|| which, while we live, will never be obliterated. | 
|| We shall hereafter, | am sure, indulge in it as a | 


And, when the time | 
shall come that we ourselves shall go, one after | 


|| Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I hope it will not |, 
tration, his power consisted in the plainness of his | 


Four years | 
ago, I had the pleasure of renewing that acquaint- | 


| country, it was my misfortune sometimes to differ |, 


| fion for me to know, that our personal relations i 


again be heard in this chamber; his active and |) 
vigorous mind will participate no more in our | Mason, Davis of Missisrippi, Arcnison, Dopox 


to which the politician is so often subjected, his 
personal character remained not only untarnished 
but unsuspected. He walked through the flames, 
|| and even the hem of his garment was unscorched. 
| It is no part of my purpose to enter into a recital 
of the public acts of Joun C. Carnoun. Ithas 
already been partly done by his colleague; but even 
| that,in my judgment, was unnecessary. Yearsafler 
|| the celebrated battle of Thermopyle, a traveler, on 
| visiting the spot, found a monument with the sim- 
| ple inscription, ** Stranger, go tell at Lacedamon 
that he died in obedience to her laws,’”’ ‘ Why 
is it,” he asked, ‘‘ that the names of those who 
|| fell here, are not inscribed on the stone?’’ ** Be- 
| cause,’’ was the proud reply, ‘it is impossible 
that any Greek should ever forget them.” Even 
| so itis with him of whom I speak. Elis acts are 
| graven on the hearts of his countrymen, and time 
has no power to obliterate the characters. Through- 
}, out this broad land “ the meanest rill, the mightiest 
| river, rolls mingling with his fame forever.’’ 
| Living, sir, in an age distinguished above al! others 
for its intelligence, surrounded throughout his 
| whole career by men any one of whom would have 
marked an era in the world’s history, and stamped 
the times in which he lived with immortality, 
Mr. Catnoun yet won an intellectual eminence, 
| and commanded an admiration, which was not 
|| only unsurpassed but unequalled, in all its parts, 
by any of his giantcompeers. That great light is 
now extinguished; a place in this Senate is made 
|, vacant which cannot be filled. The tidings have 
|| been borne upon the lightning’s wings to the re- 
motest corners of the Kepubiic, and millions of 
freeman are now mourning with us, over all that 
is left of one who was scarcely “lower than the 
angels.”’ 

I may be permitted, Mr. President, to express 
my gratificauon at what we have heard and ‘wit- 
| nessed this day. Kentucky has been heard through 
| the mouth of one, who is not only her greatest 
statesman, but the world’s greatest living orator. 
| The great expounder of the Constitution, whose 
massive intellect seems to comprehend and give 
| clearness to all things beneath the sun, has spoken 
\| for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. From 
every quarter the voice of mourning is mingled 
with notes of. the highest admiration. ‘These 
|| crowded galleries, the distinguished gentlemen who 
| fill this floor, ail indicate that here have 
‘“ Baris, artists, sages, reverently met, 

To waive each separating plea 
i| Of sect, cline, party, and degree, 
}} All honoring him on whom Nature all honor shed.’’ 
! The resolutions were then unanimously adopted. 
|| ‘The VICE PRESIDENT appointed the follow- 
ing as the committee of arrangements: Messrs. 


| of Wisconsin, Dickson, and Greene. 
|| Ordered, Thet the Secretary communicate these proceed- 


triots and statesmen who have preceded him to a |) ings to the House of Representatives. 
If, as many believe, || 


Whereupon the Senate adjourned, 
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IN SENATE. 
Toespay, “April 2, 1850. 


The Senate met at twelve o’clock, for the pur- 

ose of attending the funeral tobsequies of the 
Fron. Joun C. Carnoun, late a Senator in Con- 
grees from the State of South Carolina. 

The galleries, and every avenue thereto, were 
crowded with spectators, and hundveds left the 
doors unable to obtain admittance, 

At twelve o’clock, the House of Representa- 
tives, preceded by its officers, entered the Chain- 
ber, and took seats assigned them. 

Numerous officers of the army and navy, and 
many distinguished strangers, occupied the sofas 
in the lobbies. 

The Supreme Court of the United States en- 
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| orders taken yesterday, the House would proceed 
' in a body to the Senate, to unite with them in at- 


tered the Chamber, and took seats at the left of | 


the Vice President. 

The President of the United States and the 
Cabinet soon followed; the President being con- 
ducted to a seat at the right of the Vice President. 

The diplomatic corps, which was very fully 


represented, occupied seats near the centre of the | 


Chamber. 

At twenty minutes past twelve, the corpse was 
brought into the chamber, in charge of the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements, and placed immediately 
in front of the Secretary’s desk. Several relatives 
and friends of the deceased, Senator But.ier, and 


the South Carolina delegation of the House of | 


Representatives, accompanied the corpse as mourn- 
ers. 

The Rey. C. M. Butler, Chaplain to the Senate, 
read the passage of Scripture, found in the Ist 
Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, 15th chapter, 
beginning at the 20th verse, to the end of the 
chapter. 

Mr. B. then delivered a brief discourse from the 
words, in the 82d Psalm, 6ih and 7th verses: 


** Ihave said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children | 
of the Most High. But ye shall die like men, and fall | 


like one of the princes.”’ 
The address being ended, the Senate and audi- 


ence left the Chamber, and formed in procession in | 


the following order: 

The Chaplains of both Houses of Congress. 

Physicians who attended the deceased. 
Committee of Arrangements: 

Mr. Mason, Mr. Dodge, of Wis., 

Mr. Davis, of Miss., Mr. Dickinson, 

Mr. Atchison, Mr. Greene. 
Pall-bearers: 

Mr. Cass, 





Mr. Mangum, 
Mr. Clay; Mr. King, 
Mr. Webster, Mr. Berrien. 
The family and friends of the deceased. 
The Senator and Representatives from the State 
of South Carolina, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate of the United 
States. 


tending the funeral of the Hon. Joun C. Catnoun, 
deceased. 

The Speaker accordingly left the chair, 

And abe House, preceded by its Speaker and 
other officers, proceeded to the Senate. 

The funeral services having been performed, 

The House returned to its chamber, 

And on motion adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, Ipril 3, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose and said, 
that he presumed that it would now be in order to 
move to take up the motion, which he had made 
on Friday last, to reconsider the vote by which 
the joint resolution reported from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, relative to the purchase of water- 
rotted hemp for the use of the navy, had been re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union. 


The SPEAKER said the consideration of that 
motion would now be in order. 

‘Lhe House thereupon proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the said motion. 

Mr. STANTON said, that he desired very 
briefly to state to the House the reasons on which 
he thou shit it was important and necessary that the 
resolution should be passed immediately. In the 
first place it was important, that if the resolution 
should be passed at all,in any shape, there should 
be no very considerable delay, because, if there 
was, it would not have its influence upon the 
growing crop of hemp of the present year. 
~ He had been somewhat surprised that the hon- 
orable gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. ‘Toomss,} 
who made the motion to refer the resolution to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, should) have undertaken to remark, (and 
he (Mr. 8.) was sorry that the gentleman was 
notat the moment in his seat to hear his state- 
ment,) that the Committee on Naval Affairs had 
acted extraordinarily in reporting this resolution 


| in the form in which it had been presented. Now, 


he (Mr. 8.) was not the gentleman who had re- 


| ported this resolution from the Committee on Na- 


val Affairs. He was not the gentleman who had 
investigated the subject; and when the gentleman 
from Georgia reflected that the resolution had 
been under the charge of the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Wuire,] a friend of the Administra- 
tion, supported by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Scuenck,] another member of the committee; and 
when the gentleman considered the unanimity 


which had prevailed in committee among the 


The Senate of the United States, preceded by the | 


Vice President of the United States and their 
Secretary. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Represent- 
atives. 
The House of Representatives, preceded by their 
Speaker and Clerk. 
The President of the United States, 
The Heads of Departments. 


} 


\! 
| 
' 
j 


The Chief-Justice and Associate Justices of the | 


Supreme Court of the United States, and its 
Officers. 
The Diplomatic Corps. 

Judges of the United States. 
Officers of the Executive Departments. 
Oificers of the Army and Navy. 

The Mayor of Washington. 
Citizens and Strangers. 


The line having been formed, the procession |, 


moved to the Congressional Burying Ground, 
where the remains of the deceased were deposited, 
with the usual solemnities, in the receiving vault. 

The Senate then returned to their chamber, and 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, -fpril 2, 1850. 
he House was called to order by the Speaker 
at twelve o’clock, m. 


After prayer by the Chaplain of the House, 
The Journal was read and approved. 








friends of the Administration, as well as ameng 
those who were opposed to it, these circumstances, 
it seemed to him, (Mr. 8.,) should at least save the 
committee, and every member of it, from the sus- 
picion of having acted in any degree under the 
influence of party or personal considerations. 
The gentleman from Georgia had stated that 
the decision of the Secretary of the Navy, in rela- 
tion to the contract to which the committee 
thought that Mr. Billings was entitled, was passed 
upon the opinion of the Attorney-General. He 
(Mr. S.) did not know whether cr not the hon- 
orable gentleman had examined that opinion, but 


| he presumed that the gentleman had done so. If 


} 
} 


| 


} 
} 
j 
i 


} 


the gentleman had examined it closely—and he 
(Mr. S.) intended no disrespect by the remark— 
it was quite as extraordinary to him that the gen- 
tleman could approve of that opinion, as the 


opinion of the Naval Committee seemed extra- 


ordinary to that gentleman. It seemed to surprise 
the gentleman that the committee should have 
connected the matter of Mr. Billings’s contract at 
all with this hemp resolution. The explanation 
was easy, and such as it seemed to him must be 
satisfactory to every gentieman on this floor. The 
resolution reported from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, proposed to provide for the purchase of the 


| whole amount of hemp necessary for the use of the 


navy for the next five years. ‘l’his was the propo- 
sition contained in the resolution. A memorial had 
been presented to the House, and sent to the com- 


| mittee, connected, it was true, with the personal 
| interests of Mr. Billings, but connected, at the same 
The Speaker stated that, in accordance with the || time, with the whole subject. Upon an examina- 





,. 

__ April 3, 
i . a nn, 
tion of that transaction, the Committee on 
| Affairs had come to the conclusion, from wh 
| thought that no man, upon a candid inves 

of the facts of the case could dissent, th \ 
Billings was entitled to the contrRet for pt heie 
_ under the advertisement issued_ in the name , uch, 

Ame of th 

| Navy Department, he had made an offer. Senin 
| true that, in the original advertisement there 
some little uncertainty—something like ‘“ — 
| reservation—of the power to give the ie 

not; but, in hia judgment, this did not amon” 
| distinet reservation of right, but it was rathes 
| inferential; and the Committee on Naval Afiain 
| came to the conclusion that, taking all th > 
| stances of the case into consideration, it Was no 
| just—it was not fair—it was not equitable—t), : 
the Government should go into market and ‘ 
| scribe a limit for contractors, merely as an experic 
| ment; then, if the lowest bidder should pen zo 
| actly suit them, or should he not be a favorite 
| with them, refuse to give him the contract. And 
| while it was possible—although he did not think 
| it clear—that Mr. Billings, if the transaction hag 

taken pice between individuals, would not aie 
| any legal right to the contract,’ or to damages 
_under it, while the committee did not contend fo, 
that, yet he believed that the whole committee 
had come to the conclusion that it was fair, and 
| equitable, and just, and honorable that he should 
| have the contract, that the bidding was fair and 
legal, and that he was the lowest bidder, hayine 
| bid some twenty odd dollars below the limi; pre- 
| scribed by the department and by the law. The 
| committee were satisfied that it would be to the 
| interest of the Government to give the contract to 
| Mr. Billings. 

Now, the resolution in the form in which the 
two gentlemen from Kentucky, (Messrs. Mone. 
|HeEApD and Marsuatt,] who had spoken with 
great zeal, desired that it should be passed, 
| proposed that the Secretary of the Navy should 
| have the right to go into open market, and make 
'the purchases there—that was to say, purchase 
| where, and of whom, and at what price he pleased 
| within the limit prescribed by law. What weuld 
| be the result? Take the history of these con- 
| tracts, and what did wefind? He held in his hand 
a report from the Secretary of the Navy in re- 
lation to the purchase of hemp. It would be 
| found that, wherever the article had been pur- 
‘chased in open market—that was to say, wherever 
| the Secretaries of the Navy had exercised the priv- 
| ilege of purchasing of whom and what prices they 
pleased—they had given from seventy to eighty dol- 
lars per ton more than the same article cost under 
| the system of contracts. What would be the re- 
| sult of giving the Secretary power to go into open 
market, as the gentlemen desired, limited to two 
| hundred and forty dollars? Was it probable that be 
would get the article at a price as low as that 
| offered by Mr. Billings, when he, the Secretary, had 
the privilege of going up to two hundred and forty 
dollars? The experience of the department 
showed that it was probable—in fact almost cer- 
tain—that he would go to the highest price, and 
give the highest sum allowed by law, being twenty 
dollars, and beyond the price at which Billings 
proposed to supply it. 

But there were some other considerations con- 
nected with this matter, in addition to those he had 
already mentioned, which it seemed to him appro- 
priate that he should notice. The gentlemen from 
Kentucky, and especially the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, seemed to think that a great effect was to 
be produced upon the interests of the hemp grower. 
If these gentlemen would reflect for a moment, 
they would be satisfied that this was a matter of 
very little importance to the hemp grower. Let 
them look at the census of 1840. It would there 
be seen, that the amount of hemp proposed to be 
furnished for the use of the American navy—that 
was to say, six hundred tons—was not as much 
as one per cent. on the amount of hemp raised in 
the year 1840; and probably it would not amount 
to one half of one per cent. on the amount raised 
at the present time. How, then, was it to be sup- 
posed that it could bea matter of any very serious 
consequence affecting the people of Kentucky, 
Missouri, and other hemp growing States, that 
the Government should have the power to £0 
into open market, and purchase from its favorites 
this inconsiderable amount of six hundred tons: 
He knew that this calculation was based upon the s 
whole amount of hemp—water-rotted and dew- 
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cotted—grown in the United States. But it was | gia [Mr. Toomss] now in his seat, he (Mr. S.) | eral dnys. They who represented the cotton in- 

evident that that circumstance was not material to || would repeat what he had stated at the commence- || terest of the South were satisfied that cotton rope 

the argament which he was making, because the | ment of his argument, in reply to the assertion | was, in many instances, much better than hemp 

amount of water-rotted hemp, which would be | made by the gentleman the other day, that the ac- || rope for the use of the navy. 

ade from the whole amount of hemp grown, | tion of the committee was extraordinary, in hav- || He should offer this amendment in good faith 

ould depend upon the demand, and the demand, | ing reported a proposition to give Mr. Billings || if the vote were reconsidered, and if he should be 
| 
| 
} 





——— —— nN ean SS a 








ss he had stated, would not exceed half of one | part of the contract in opposition to the opinion of || so fortunate as to obtain the floor. 

r cent. { the Attorney General. || Mr. TOOMBS said he should move to lay the 

Suppose the contract for these six hundred tons | Now, the opinion of the Attorney General, ta- || motion to reconsider on the table. He thought 
should be given to the farmers, in lots of ten tons || King it in every aspect in which it could be pre- || that those gentlemen who'had been discussing this 
each, to how many would it be given? To || sented, was a very curious document. In the || question of hemp, for some three or four morn- 
sixty—but sixty out of the whole number of hemp | first place, it had been said that the Secretary of || ings, had consumed sufficient time upon this re- 

owers in the United States! and yet gentlemen || the Navy had the right to give or withhold the || jected contract, for it was nothing else. A con- 
opposed this resolution on the greund that it was || contract, as he pleased, because he had reserved || tract had been made; the Secretary of the Navy 
a matter of great importance to the hemp-growing || that right by the advertisement. He (Mr. S.) || had felt it to be his duty, as a public officer, to re- 
interest of the Union, The only considerations || thought, as he had already said, that that was not || ject it; some points had arisen in it, and he had 
which should govern the action of the House, in || clear. If the position could be sustained, that || submitted them to the Attorney-General, who had 
its decision upon this question, ought to be, in the | would be sufficient. But it did not seem to have i confirmed his proceedings; and the House was 
frst place, to procure American hemp, if it could || been satisfactory to the department, and it called | called upon to consume its time to compel the 
be procured; in the second place, to secure the || upon the Attorney-General for his opinion as to || Secretary of the Navy to accept « contract which 
interest of the Government, by every regulation | the legality of the bids. That opinion was based || he had believed it to be his duty to reject. This 
which was calculated to secure it. | upon three considerations—first, the bid was upon || House was not the body to examine the call; it 

| 





But again: a great deal had been said about the | a sliding scale. That was usual. He presumed || could be better examined elsewhere. Certainly 
provision in the resolution raising the standard, or | no gentleman would object on that account. || it was an extraordinary proposition, notwithstand- 
rest, from forty-two hundred to forty-four hundred, || Another objection was, that by calculating the in- || ing the declaration of the gentleman from Tennes- 
and it had been said that this was the result of a || terest on the excess of Mr. Billings’s bids over || see to the contrary. He (Mr. T.) repeated, that 
suggestion by Mr. Billings. It was true that Mr. || other bids in the years in which there was an ex- || he had known no case where this House had com- 
Billings had satisfied the Government—had satis- || cess, his average bid for the five years would not || pelled a high public officer, the head of one of the 
fed the committee, and an examination of the sub- || be the lowest. In this, the Attorney General was || Executive departments, to accept a contract which, 
iect would satisfy the House—that the hemp pre- || mistaken. He had not made out this result by ‘| acting according to his judgment, he had rejected. 
vared under his management would stand a much || figures; he had assumed it. The third ground of || That was the whole of it. 


higher test. than forty-four hundred. The gentle- || opposition was, a mere suspicion of the honesty || He moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
man from Missouri had stated the other day, that | of Mr. Billings. That gentleman had come before || the table. 
in conversation with the Secretary of the Navy, |) the Government with security for the performance || Mr. MASON appealed to the gentleman from 


the Secretary had said that it was not important, || of his contract, as good as could be found within 
or that it was unnecessary, that the standard should | the Government, for the performance of any con- | 
be raised. If the Secretary had so stated—and | tract. The security was perfectly good. Mr. | 
since the gentleman from Missouri had assured the || Billings was the lowest bidder. The bid itself was 
House that it was so, he(Mr.S ) took it for granted | neither unusual nor unfair. How, then, could the 
that such was the fact—if the Secretary had so gentleman from Georgia say that it was extraordi- 
stated, he (Mr. S.) was satisfied that he had done | nary that the committee should have come to the || The question was taken upon the motion of 
so without reflection, and without that minute ex- | conclusion at which it had arrived, that the right | Mr. Toomss, and was decided in the negative. 
amination of the subject which would be necessary || of this individual ought to be saved in any gen- || So the House refused to lay the motion to re- 
and proper before making such an assertion. He || eral resolution which might be adopted for the | consider on the table. 

| 

| 

| 

} 

| 

| 


Georgia te withdraw his motion, that justice 
might be done to the people of the hemp-growing 
section. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will remind the 
|| gentleman from Kentucky that remarks are out 
|| of order pending a motion to lay on the table. 





had held no conversation with the Secretary of the || purchase of water-rotted hemp for*the use of the Mr. MARSHALL said: When the resolution 
Navy; but he had conversed with one of the oldest | navy? and amendments were referred a second time to 
and most experienced officers of the navy—long One word as to the suspicion upon which the || the Committee on Naval Affairs, I did entertain the 
at the head of one of the bureaus, Commodore | Attorney-General based a portion of his opinion. || hope that the result of reflection would induce the 
Morris—and that officer had stated that it would | If we were permitted to indulge in suspicions— || committee to report such a resolution as would de- 
be important to the Government that the test | and he did not desire to make any charges— || cide the policy of the country in favor of the 
should be raised, if possible, still higher. He| from the nicety with which the Attorney-General || hemp growers of the West, and against the little 
stated that two objects were to be gained by it. | had entered into calculations of interest, and of || band of speculators who seek to establish a mo- 
In the first place, to increase the strength of the || the mistake which he had made in favor of Messrs. | nopoly, under the pretence of a law to encourage 
rope, and thereby secure the safety of the ship, || Todd and Crittenden, while comparing their bids || a producing class. That hope, I regret to see, 
because, as he (Mr. S.) had stated in the course || with that of Mr. Billings, one might suspect that || was not well founded, and | now propose brietly 
of some remarks which he had submitted on an- || if Mr. Crittenden bad been the bidder, instead of || to contrast the policy which the resolution pro- 
other occasion, the safety of the ship might depend | Mr. Billings, thé Attorney-General might not || poses with that suggested by the committee. 
uponasinglerope. Another object was, todimin- | have thought it advisable to enter into so minute || What are the points of difference ? 
ish the size and weight of the rope; and if a test |; a calculation. That suspicion would be quite as The resolution proposes to make purchases in 
could be established double of that which the com- | fair, as liberal, and as just, as the suspicion of the || open market, directly from the producer, through 
mittee had reported, it would still bea great and || Attorney-General against the honesty of Mr. Bil- || the intervention of agents established in the hemp- 
important advantage to the Government. | lings in putting in his bid. In his (Mr. S.’s) || growing region, furnished with machinery, for the 
Ithad been the practice of the Government, when | judgment, and in the judgment of the committee, || application of tests, by which the strength of the 
important inventions connected with its material | there was nothing on the face of the bid to affect || staple offered for sale may be tried—the agent to 
interests had been made, to give contracts to the | the fairness of the bid. The securities of Mr. || be a person conversant with the article, and capa- 
fortunate inventors, as an encouragement, to them, |, Billings were ample. There could be no objection || ble of determining its quality as to cleanliness and 
at the same time securing the best material for the | on that score. He (Mr. S.) knew nothing of that || general preparation, by inspection and handling. 
use of the Government. Actinguponthat principle, | gentleman. He had never seen him until this he substitute of the committee proposes to inter- 
it would seem right that, inasmuch as Mr. Billings || matter came before the committee. He desired || vene a contractor, who shal! bargain to furnish the 
had proved the superiority of his hemp over any || that the resolution should be passed, saving what || amount required by the navy, to be tested and 
other article, foreign or domestic, which had yet |, the committee thought to be the fair and equitable || inspected, on delivery to the Government, by him— 
been presented to the navy, he was entitled to || rights of Mr. Billings; but if the House should || the contract being let to the lowest bidder. | The 
some favor. But he asked nothing of the kind. | think proper to vote that part of the proposition || test will be applied, in both cases, before the Gov- 
His memorial stood upon no such footing. It || down, he should still vote for the resolution; || ernment becomes proprietor. The most striking 
stood upon the simple justice of his case—upon | and if the House should think proper to vote for || point of difference is, the intervention of a specu- 
the refusal of the Secretary of the Navy to give || purchase in open market, although he had shown ~~ between the producer and the Government, 
him a contract for which, under a fair and legal |, the unfavorable effects of that mode of purchase, || in the mode preferred by the committee, and the 
bid, he was the lowest bidder. he should still vote for the resolution, because he || direct contact between the producer and the Gov- 
But what were the arguments of the gentlemen || was anxious to promote the one great object in |/-ernment in the,mode advocated by myself and 
from Kentucky, (Messrs. Marsuart and More- || view—the encouragement of American water- || the members from the West. 
HEAD?] They said that raising the test was the || rotted hemp. | When this subject was discussed heretofore, the 
suggestion of Mr. Billings, intended to secure his || Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said he desired to || remark was made, that the open market was ob- 
vantage, and to operate against the hemp | have read at the Clerk’s desk an amendment | jectionable, because—first, the Governmeni could 
growers of Kentucky and Missouri. If that was || which he would offer to the resolution, when it || have no assurance of supply; and secondly, be- 
true, what was the amount of it? It was simply || should be in order. | cause the supply being in small lots, produced by 
this, that Mr. Billings had made the best hemp, The amendment was read as follows: | different farmers, there would be no uniformity 
that it would stand a higher test than any other, | « Provided, further, That the Secretary of the Navy be in- || iM its preparation. Does experience teach that, 
| 
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and that they were afraid they might not be able || structed to substitute, in lieu of hemp, cotton, where, in || by following the contract system, these objections 
to come up to it. And the question, therefore, || his opinion, it ean be used in any way to answer an equal || would be obviated? If the contractor can furnish 
simply was, whether the Government should pur- purpose with that of hemp.” the American water-rotted hemp, he must do so 
chase the best rope, or an inferior rope. It|/ He (Mr. C.) said he had taken no part in this fromm that which is | ent in the country, and 
seemed to him that there could be no doult upon | discussion. He found that the Representatives || the agent may supply from that stock as readily 
any of the facts of the case. of the hemp-growing interest had pretty much || as the contractor. There is just this difference: 

As he saw the honorable gentleman from Geor- || souopelinnd te attention’of the House for sev- || by one mode you give the producer the entire 
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price paid by Government; by the other mode, || I should like to hear from gentlemen a single ine || called for, the motion to reconsid 


stance, within the entire range of governmental || rily go over until the docume 


you carve cut of that — a profit for the specu- 
lator at the expense of the producer. Profession 
of an interest for the encouragement of labor, is 
very usual among politicians. Legislation for the 
benefit. of capital, at the expense of labor, is 
scarcely less frequent, and ae generally is the 
result of action by politicians. | regard this prop- 
osition to cut the producer off from the direct 
trade with Government, and to compel him to 
vend his crop to the contractor, as the institution | 
of an intermediate class of non-producers, who are 
to live by speculation upon capital at the expense of 
labor. 
Look at the matter in this light: Government 
says, ** The price we will pay for American water- | 
rotted hemp is $220 per ton. We will take for the 
use of the navy next year five hundred tons.’”’ The 
farmers will furnish it at that price, and competi- 
tion among the farmers will add to the value of 
the article supplied, improve the quality, increase 
the quantity, and finally diminish the price. This | 
is the doctrine which gentlemen teach when they 
want a tariff to protect iron or manufactured 
cloths, or to encourage any infant American art. 
If it is trae, when you desire to shut out foreign 
competition, and to impose a duty for the purpose 
of giving to the American manufacturer an advan- 
tage in the home market, I imagine it holds equally 
good when the competition is between producers 
having a protected market—a steady and uniform | 
demand, and a free field for exertion in the pro- | 
duction and preparation of the commodity to be | 
supplied. | 
It is asserted, however, that unless each hemp 
grower has assurance that his crop will be pur- 
chased, there will be no certainty in the supply. 
] have but a single observation in reply to this sug- | 
gestion. Ever since money commenced circula- | 
tion, and markets were opened, those branches of | 
yroductive industry, which promise profit, have 
Seen speedily occupied and faithfully pursued. If 
ou can imagine that the hemp growers of the 
Vest, with an open market, and a Government 
demand at theirown doorsequal to $110,000 per 
year, will not compete for it, | lament your igno- 
rance of their enterprise, and your want of faith 
in their desire of gain. There is no argument, | | 
have listened to, that has so little plausibility as 
this. I dismiss it. If the contractor intervenes, | 
it is argued he will afford asstrance to the produ- 
cer that the crop will be taken off his hands, and 
therefore the hemp grower will turn his attention 
to the business of water-rotting. . It is evident the 
class of favored producers, who may work for the 
contractor upon the faith of a contract made prior 
do the production of the crop, will limit the busi- | 
ness to a very small number of persons; and 
even if this should be the course the business | 
would take, the policy of a general encourage- 
ment to the interest would not be effected by it, 
since the supply would never exceed the demand. 
Those who have not the benefit of a preéxisting 
contract, having no chance of profit from the busi- 
ness, would not enter upon it at all, | 
But suppose the Government contractor to be 
obliged to furnish five hundred tons in the year, 
will he make contracts to pay for more than five | 
hundred tons? Will he make contracts before- 
hand with A, B, and C for what they may pre- 
Surely not. He will, 
nowing his own price, merely assure A, B, and C | 
that if they will prepare, and the article suits, he 
will take of them what his wants demand; but | 
certain!y ata price to insure himself a fair profit, 
which he will pocket, by depriving the planter of | 
the direct market. The proposition must come to 
this complexion at last. But gentlemen say that | 
if the contractor does not furnish according to 
his stipulations, he will be muleted in damages 
upon his bond! I say that the history of your 
contract system does not sustain the assertion. 
Where are the bonds from which damages have 
been collected by Government for failure of per- 
formance in delivering articles of commerce? 
What amount has been collected since the date of 
the Constitution by Government attorneys upon 
verdicts rendered in this class of causes? Bonds 
may sometimes have been pursued for failure to | 
pay over moneys collected by public trustees, in | 
the course of official business; but. judgments | 
even in this class of cases are rarely, if ever, pur- | 
sued to final collection, without an extension of || 
liberal compromises (o the sureties of a defaulter. | 
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action, where a contractor, agreeing to furnish «@ 
commodily to a department, has been pursued 
under the law for a failure to perform. 
believe there is an instance on record. 


What does experience teach upon this score— | 
| experience derived from the history of the contract | 


system, as applied to this matter of American 


_ hemp? What does it teach, if you will look at itas 


applied to your public printing, or as applied to 


_ building steam-ships—in fact, in every department 


of governmental transactions? It teaches this les- 
son—that ,the business let to the lowest bidder is 
badly done, when it is done at all, and that public 
interest, like individual interest, is apt to be 
sacrificed, when false economy induces action upon 
the ** penny-wise, pound-foolish” principle. ‘The 
American Hemp Company were contractors to 
furnish two hundred and fifty tons annually, for 
several years in succession. Did they comply 
with their contract? No. Were they pursued 
on their bond? No. Mr. G. W. Billings made 


1 do not. 
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a contract to supply three hundred and thirty tons | 


in instalments. 
tract? Nota pound. .Was he pursued on his 
bond? No. 


whenever the burdens are not agreeable to the con- 
tractor. Resort to that system affords no additional 
It never brings Government into direct 
contact with the producing classes; italwaysleaves 
honest labor atthe mercy ofspeculating adventurers. 
Government contractors have absolutely become 


Did he deliver according to con- | 


And such is the constant exempli- || 
fication of disregard of the obligations of contract, | 


a profession in this country; and they consider it | 


a case of ‘cool impudence’’ for a legislator, even 
here, to assert the rights and interests of the people 
against their wishes and demands. My legislative 
experience is limited, but it has been sufficiently 
extended to create some acquaintance with this 
gentry, and to cause me to mark their efforts. I 
would respectfully suggest, that one great monop- 
oly at a time should satisfy any moderate ambi- 


tion. A monopoly of furnishing American hemp, | 


will not be found so easy as the old practice of 
buying in foreign hemp for the use of the navy. 
It is said by the Committee on Naval Affairs, that 
Mr. Billings must have a contract to furnish three 


hundred tons per year for five years—that he has a | 
I have heretofore spoken of | 


right to the contract. 
this case. Mr. Billings has a legal right, or no right 
atall. Ifhe has a legal right, it is to the whole sup- 
ply of the navy, for that was his bid. How do the 
committee undertake to act as arbitrators, and to 
make the equitable construction “which makes him 
‘rightfully’ a contractor to the extent of three 
hundred tons only ? 
the contract for three hundred tons is as essential 
a monopoly as if he had the whole, for the de- 
mand being five hundred tons, and the Govern- 


ment having on hand seven hundred and fifty | 
tons at Charlestown, if he may furnish three hun- | 


dred tons per year, it is evident that his quota 
and the supply on hand will cut off the grow- 
ers for years to come. The committee have re- 
duced into one, all the objectionable proposi- 
tions. My colleague having offered, in my ab- 
sence, my amendment to his proposition, the 
case is made up, and the House can determine the 
policy to be pursued. 1 will add asingle remark, 
from the Chief of the Bureau of Construction. He 
says he.is anxious to take the open market, to buy 
from the growers, to shut out the speculators, and 
that this is the only true policy. I hope the House 
will reconsider the vote referring the matter to the 
Committee of the Whole, and will come to a di- 
rect vote between the policy recommended by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and the policy which 
has in view the interests of the western farmers. 
_Mr. CARTTER demanded the previous ques- 
tion, , 


_ Mr. McCLERNAND called for the reading of | 
| the bill. 


The SPEAKER stated that the bill and reso- 
lution, having been ordered to be printed when 
the subject was last before the House, had on 
Friday last been placed in the hands of the printers, 
and when the motion to reconsider was called up 
this morning by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
the Chair was not aware that they were still in 


Mr. Billings understands that | 
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Mr. McCLERNAND objected to the further 


consideration of the motion thig morning, 
The question lies over. 


INVESTIGATION—THE GALPHIN CLaIy 


The SPEAKER. Before the Hous 
to other business, the Chair will state 
the meeting of the House this morn 
received a communication which he 
duty to lay before the House at once. 
_ for the House to take such action as 
shall seem proper. 
| read to the House. 
| Wasurnoron, April 2, 1850, 

Sr: My official connection with the Government an 
thorizes me, in my jadgment, to ask and to have acceded to 
me, by the House over which you preside, a prompt and 
full investigation, ia such manner as it may think proper of 
my conduct and relation to the claim of the rep; eSENLaliveg 
of George Galphin, which claim has been adjudicated and 
paid at one of the departinents of the Government, and is 
now attracting public attention. 

I hav. the honor to be, very pespectfully, your ob’t sery't 

GEORGE W. CRAWPoRD. ” 


© proceeds 
» that since 
ing, he has 
feels it his 
It will be 


) to them 
The communication Will be 


Hon. Howrtt Coss, 
Speaker House of Representutives. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I move that a committee of 
nine members be appointed by the Chair, to take 
into consideration the subject of that letter; and } 
' hope that in making the motion, I shall be released 
_ from serving upon the committee, from my per. 

sonal connection with the Secretary of War, and 
also because, from a fui] and thorough knowledve 
of the facts, my opinion is decidedly made np, © 

The question was taken, and the motion wag 
agreed to. 

So the Speaker was authorized to appoint a se- 
lect committee of nine members. 


CALIFORNIA. 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


|, the Union, (Mr. Boyp in the chair,)and resumed 








the consideration of the California question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, who was entitled to the 
floor, yielded for purposes of explanation to his 
colleague, [Mr. McCiernanp.] 

Mr. McCLERNAND said: I propose to offer 
for the consideration.of the committee, a plan for the 

settlement of the question which has for so long 
a time, and so deeply and widely agitated, and di- 
vided the public mind. ‘The plan is not of my 
/authorship. Iam no more its author than many 
_ others, who have expressed their views in common 
_ with my own, which | have sought to reduce to 
legislative form. I trust that the work will prove 
acceptable to all, and particularly to those who 
_are ready and willing to coéperate for the settle- 
ment now of the vexed question. 1 would appeal 
to all such for their earnest and efficient codperation 
for its settlement now. Delay may bring increased 
difficulties and dangers. Now is the accepted 
time. 

The bill is designed to settle the slave question inal! 
its aspects, capable of being advantageously united 
in acommon settlement. I doubt not that if the 
bill should succeed, it will be followed, if not pre- 
ceded, by a satisfactory solution of all incidental 
questions calling for legislative action—at least [ 
trust this will be the result. 

1. The bill provides for the admission of the 
State of California into the Union, with her con- 
stitutional boundaries. : 

2. The bill provides for the creation of a terri- 
torial government, including that part of the terri- 
tory of the United States, lying south of 42° north 
latitude, east of the State of California, north of 
35° north latitude, west of the Colorado and Vir- 
‘gin rivers, and the main easterly branch of the 
latter to its source; thence west of a due north line 
to the summit of the mountain range, dividing the 
waters flowing into the Pacific from those flowing 
into the Great Basin, thence west of the summit of 
_ that mountain range to its intersection with the 4° 
of north latitude. This government is styled the 
territory of Utah. In framing. the goverment of 
this territory, care has been taken fo preserve and 
| incorporate into it the general principles and the 
| spirit that pervades the provisional organization 
| lately established by the people living within the 


the hands of the printers, and not in the posses- || limits of the terrritory. In short, the bill only 


sion of the House. They were immediately sent || converts the constitution of the proposed State of 


for, but had not yet been received by the Clerk, so 
that if the reading of the bill and amendment were 


Deseret into a constitution or organic law for 
| the territorial government, including and adding 
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oii provisions as the perfection of the measure 
wires. This territory will include the people 
rilled Mormons. , 
in regard to the laws, such as are now in force | 
nder the provisional authorities existing within | 
‘ jimits of the territory, are continued in force, 
ey" as they are consistent with the provisions 
‘ the bill, and the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, and the rights of person and prop- | 
erty secured and protected thereby. But the le- | 
isiative assembly of the territory may change 
or repeal such laws at any time, consistently with 
imitation prescribed. , 

4, The bill provides for the erection of a territo- 
rial covernment—including all the residue of the 
gerritory of the United States acquired by the late 
treaty with the Mexican Republic, not included 
within the State of California and the Territory of 
Utah, more or less; to be called the Territory of | 
New Mexico. Ofcourse this territory will include 
the department of New Mexico, with its rightful 
houndaries, and no more. The Territory thus 
erected, or the Territories to be formed therefrom, | 
are provided for under a guaranty that they shall 
je admitted into the Union with convenient limits, 
as States, when their population shall be sufficient, 
and when they shall have presented a constitution 
of republican form, and asked to be admitted. 

With respect to the government for the Territory 
of New Mexico, but little more is done than to 
fegalize the territorial plan lately framed by the || 
people living within the limits of the territory, in | 
the terms in which it is presented for the sanction 
of Congress. True, some modifications and ad- | 
ditions are introduced, but entirely in harmony || 
with the original plan, and only for the purpose of 
giving it symmetry and completeness. As in the 
case of this territory, there has been no actual 
substitution of government and laws, (as in the || 
case of the Territory of Utah;) but as such laws 
are still in force in the department of New Mexico, | 
as remained after it was acquired by the United || 
States, these laws being acquiesced in, and virtu- | 
ally adopted by the people, are continued in force, | 
so far as they are consistent with the provisions 
of the bill, and the Constitution and laws of the | 
United States, and the rights of person and prop- | 
erty secured and protected thereby. But the | 
legislative assembly of the territory may change || 
or repeal those laws at any time, consistently with | 
the limitation prescribed; and the laws of the 
United States are extended over both of the Terri- | 
tories of Utah and New Mexico. 

4. The bill provides, that if the State of Texas 
shall agree to the extension of a strait line from || 
the intersection of the 34° of north latitude with the || 
Rio Grande, to the intersection of the 100° of lon- | 
gitude west from Greenwich, with the Red river or | 
the Salt Fork of that river as the boundary be- | 
tween the Territory of New Mexico on the north, 
and the State of Texas on the south, and shall | 
relinquish all her claim to the territory north of | 
that boundary to the United States, in that event )) 
the Government of the United States will pay her | 

' 
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$10,000,000 in certificates of stock, no one of a less 
denomination than $500, and bearing not exceed- 
ing 5 per cent. interest per annum, and reimburs- 
able on and after the first day of January, A. D., | 
1870. 1f Texas shall agree to this proposition of | 
compromise, her acceptance is not to be construed || 
or held in any way to interfere with the number } 
of States authorized to be admitted into the Union || 
without any restriction as to slavery, under the 1 
guaranty of the ‘* joint resolutions for admitting ! 
Texas into the Union;” but if Texas shall not |! 
accept this (fourth) proposition, it falls, and the || 
boundary between Texas and the Territory of New | 
Mexico will stand an open question. l| 

Such is the outline of the bill I propose. Of | 
course it would be out of place for me to go into a | 


i| 


more elaborate exposition of its principles and |, 
provisions at present—indeed | fear | have already || 


presumed on the indulgence of my colleague too i the bill which he had presented in Committee of | the slave-trade may be prohibited in the territories of the 


ong. Icanonly announce my purpose at present, | 
to offer the bill for the consideration and action of || 


the committee when it may be regularly and | 
properly acted upon. In the mean time, | dedicate | 
it as a peace-offering upon the altar of our dis- | 
tracted and anxious country, hoping aad praying 
that it may be received in the same spirit in which 
It is offered—that it may be, at least in some de- 
gree, instrumental in restoring the wonted concord 
and fraternal feeling of our beloved Union. Such 


resentative, and earnestly invoke the codperation 


| were not in order. 


| or any portion of it, is to be organized upen the 





offer it, not as a partisan, but as an American Rep- 


and support of men of all parties and sections of | 
our common country to give it success. 

Mr. McCLERNAND having concluded, 

Mr. CARTTER, remarking that hedid not wish | 
to consume any of the time of the gentleman from | 
Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,} said he wished to | 
present an amendment to the bill (of Mr. McCier- 
NAND) on the same terms. The amendment is as 
follows: 


“ Provided, the laws and decrees prohibiting slavery inthe | 
Republic of Mexico, and in force at the time of the cession | 


| of the New Mexican territory to the United States, be and | 


continue in force in the said territory until the citizens 


| thereof shall frame constitutions, and be received into the 


Union as sovereign States.” 


Mr. WENTWORTH rose to a point of order. 
The CHAIRMAN said that these propositions 


They were only laid on the 
table to be called up at some future time. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. I presume, then, they 
are merely notices of propusitions which gentle- 


/men intend to offer. 


The CHAIRMAN. That is all. 
Mr. BAKER, (addressing Mr. McCcernanp.) | 


| Do I understand my colleague to give notice of a | 
| territorial bill for New Mexico and Deseret (or | 


Utah) without the proviso? 
Mr. McCLERNAND. Yes, sir. | |] 
Mr. BAKER. Put down one of your colleagues || 


|, against that bill. 


Mr. HOWARD. With the consent of the gen- || 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,] I wish || 
to address an inquiry to the gentleman from Illi- 
nois, who has introduced this bill, (Mr. McCuer- || 


| NAND.] 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


Yes, sir. 
Mr. HOWARD. 


I would like to ask the gen- 


one question—it is this: whether, in the event || 
that Texas shal! not assent to transfer her claim | 
for a consideration, the Territory of New Mexico, 


eastern bank of the Rio Grande? * 

Mr. McCLERNAND. It is very difficult for || 
me to answer that question. Gentlemen can an- 
swer it accordin#to their own views of the validity 


| of the title of ‘Texas to that boundary, (the Rio 


Grande.) The bill provides that, in the event of | 


| Texas declining the proposition contained in the 


last section, that portion of the territory of the 
United States acquired under the late treaty with 
Mexico, which is not included in the State of 
California, or in the Territory of Utah, be it more 
or less, whatever be the rightful Territory ef New 
Mexico, shall be organized under a territorial gov- 
ernment, and that the territory shall be called the 
Terrritory of New Mexico. 
Mr. HOWARD. Here I wish to say one word. 


As understood by the gentleman, ‘and as under- 


stood by the President of the United States, the 
gentleman’s biil would prejudge against Texas the 
whole question of disputed boundary. And I 
wish merely to add, that unless the bill acknowl- 
edges the right of Texas to the territory claimed 
by her, | shall vote against it; and I hope to have 
an early opportunity for assigning the reasons for 
doing so. 

Mr. RICHARDSON then addressed the com- 
mittee on the slavery question, {in remarks which 
will be found in the Appendix. } 
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_all party feelings and objects in this measure. I || burg and vicinity, Illinois, for the repeal of all laws support- 
ing slavery in the District of Columbia. 


Also, the petition from the same, to — slave ry and 
nited S ates, 

Also, the petition f om the same, tor a law granting a jury 
trial to persons claimed as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition from the same, against receiving any 
more slave States into the Union. ° 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of John Read and 102 oth- 
ers, officers and soldiers of the war of 1812, and other citi- 
zens of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
to make suitable grants ot land to the officers and soldiers 
of = war, and to the widows and heirs of such as are de- 
cease 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The petition of James F. 
Concklio and 60 other citizens of Monroe county, New York, 
asking for the repeal of the act of February, 1545, extending 
Woodworth’s patent planing machine. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE : The petition of E. G. Crowelland 
34 others, citizens of Canaan, Somerset county, Maine, 
praying Congress to pass a law reducing the rates of post- 
age, and for other corresponding reforms. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: The petition of Cyrus Cowdray 
and other citizens of Schuyler county, Illinois, asking a re- 
duction on postage. 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of Edward Kerneys and 
other citizens of Osining and Sing Sing, New York, im favor 
of cheap postage. 

By Mr. BAYLY: The petition of Thomas M. O*Brien 
and Ll other granite-stone cutters, representing that they 
were dra n to this erty last fall, from ditierent parts of the 
Union, with assurances of reguiar employment on the pub- 
lie buildings, that since then, they have been throwa out of 
employment, and asking remuneration for lost time. 

By Mr. HARMANSON: The petition of A. G. Penn for 
compensation for advances made as postmaster at New Or- 
leans. 

Also, the petition of the widow and heirs of Fulwa Skip- 
with. 

Also, the petition of Nathan Lee for compensation for car- 
rying the mail. 

Aiso, the petition of N. Lee, W. King, and Saul Wick- 
win, for compensation as witnesses in the United States 


| district court. 


by Mr. PEASLEE: The petition of W. C. Hadley and 
others, citizens of Bow, New Hampshire, to abolish the of- 
fice of the chaplaincy,and to refrain from all legislation on 
religious subjects. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of ©. O. Shepard and 


, : ee 40 other citizens of China, New York, that slavery and the 
| tleman from [iinois, who has introduced this bill, || 


slave-trade may be expressiy prohibited by act of Congress 
in all the territories of the Untted States. 

Also, the petition of P. H. Parker and 40 others, of China, 
New York, that no State be admitted into the Union unless 
its constitution shall expressiy prohibit the existence of 


slavery. 


Also, the petition of C. Y. Reed and 49 others, citizens of 
China, New York, for the repeal of all laws of Congress by 
which slavery or the sluve-trade is sanctioned in the District 


of Columbia, or that the seat of Government be removed to 
| some other location. 


Also, the petition of Staunton Fairfi@ld and 40 others, of 
China, New York, that no person arrested as a fugitive 
slave shall be delivered to the claimant except on the finding 
ofa jury. 

Also, the petition of H. Price and 85 other citizena of Chi- 
na, New York, that the act of Congress of February 25, 
1845, extending Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine, 
be repealed. 

By Mr. DUER: The petition of Humphrey, and Dodge, 
and others, citizens of New Yorl., manufacturers and me- 
chanies, praying for the repel of the act of Congress of 


| Pebroary 26, 1845, extending Woodworth’s patent for a pla- 


ning machine. 

Also, the petition of J. Copeland and others, men and 
women, of Rockbridge, New York, for a congress ef nations, 
or other measure, to prevent the occurrence of wars, 

Also, the petition of Elenry C. Miller and others, of Gran- 


| by, New York, praying for the abotition of slavery and the 


slave-trade in the District of Columbia. 
Also, the petition of the same, that no State be hereafter 
admitted into the Union unless its constitution expressly 


| prohibit slavery. ; 


Also, the petition of the same, that slavery and the slave- 


trade be prohibited in all the territories of the United States. 


Also, the petition of the same, praying for a tial by jury 
to persons arrested as fugitive slaves, 
Also, the petition of William S. Tubbs and 125 others, of 


| Mexico, New York, praying for the abolition of slavery and 


Mr. MARSHALL next obtained the floor, and || 


spoke during his hour, [in remarks which will be 
found in the Appendix. } 


Mr. M. having concluded, 
Mr. GREEN obtained the floor, but yielded to 
a motion that the committee rise, 


mittee wse and reported progress. 
On motion by Mr. McCLERNAND, on leave, 


The motion having been agreed to, the com- H 


the Whole on the state of the Union, was ordered 
to be printed. 


the slave-trade in the Disuict of Cotumbia. 
Also, the petition of the same, and 157 others of the same 
place, praying that no State be hereafter admitted into the 


| Union, unless its constitution expressty prohibit slavery. 


Also, the petition of the same, and 157 others of the same 
place, praying that slavery and the slave-trade may be pro- 
hibited in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the saine, and 157 others of the same 
place, ‘praying for a trial by jury to persons arrested as fugt- 
tive slaves. 

Also, the petition of P. L. Perine and others, of Schroep- 
pel, New York, praying that no State be hereater admitied 


| into the Union, unless its constitution expressly prohibit 
| slavery. 


Also, the petition of the same, praying that slavery and 


United States. 
By Mr. GOODENOW: The petition of Amos Osgood and 


On motion by Mr. CARTTER, a similar order 49 other electors of North Yarmouth, in the State of Maine, 


was made in the case of the amendment. 
And then the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. geal 4 
The following petitions, niemorials, &c., were | 

presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
ropriate committees: 


| 


praying that no State be hereafter admitted into the Union, 
unless the Constitution of such State shall expressly prohibit 
the existence of slavery within ite linsits. 

Aiso, the petition of the same, praying that slavery and 
the slave-trade may be expressly prohibited, by act of Con- 
gress in all the territories of the hited States. F 

Also, the petition of the same, re%uesting that provision 
he made by law for the trial by jury in cases of arrest of 
fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying for the repeal of all 


; P 
is my hope—such is my fervent prayer. I abjure By Mr. BAKER : The petition of 78 legal voters in Gales- ‘| laws and parts of jaws, authorizing slavery or the slave- 
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ment be removed to some more suitable location, 

Also, the petition of Job Prince and 42 others, citizens of | 
Oxford county; of Robert Goodenaw and 26 others, citizens | 
of Franklin county; of A. Nelson Cutler, of Linecola county, 
in che Stare of Maine, severally asking for the establishing of 
ag Agricultural Bureau at the city of Washington. 

Also, the petition of James Porterfieid and others, heirs — 
of James Young, late of Bristol, Maine, deceased, asking 
for indemnity for French epotiations prior to 1800. 


By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of Reuben Robie and || 


163 others, citizens of Steuben county, New York, praying | 
tiatno more slave States be admitted into the Union. 
Also, the petition of J. D. Burlingam: and &3 others, citi- 
zens of Alleghany county, New York, for the same purpose. | 

Al-o, the petition of Charles Purdy and 130 others, citi- | 
zeuw of Bath, Steuben county, New York, for the repeal of 


a)i lJawe authorizing slavery or the slave-trade in the District | 


of Columbia, = 
Also, the petition of W. C. Kenyon and 79 others, citi- 


pur pORe, } 
: Also, the petition of Ira Sayles and 86 others, citizens of | 
Alleghany county, New York, praying thatslavery and the | 
slave-trade be expressly prohibited in the territories of the | 
United States, | 
Also, the petition of Philip 8. Green and 80 others, from | 
the same place, for the rght of trial by jury to persons | 
claimed as iugitive slaves. 
By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 61 citizens of Cort- 
land county, New York, for cheap postage. 


Also, the petition of 26 citizens of the same place, in 1} 


favor of stipulated arbitration, or a Congress of Nations, for | 
the setdement of all difficulties with other nations. } 
Also, the petition of 40 citizens of Locke, Cayuga county, 
New York, for the repeal of all laws enacted by Congress | 
for the support of slavery in the District of Columbia. | 
Also, the petition of 42 citizens of Ledyard, Cayuga 
county, New York, for the same. 
Also, the petition of 50 citizens of Locke, Cayuga county, 
New York, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial | 
by jury. | 
Also, the petition of 39 citizens of the same place, against | 
the admission of more tlave States into the Union. | 
Also, the petition of 45 citizens of the same place, for the | 
establichment and protection of freedom in the territories. 


By Mr.eoHENRY: The petition of N. T. Fitch, Ashley | 


Stone, and 125 others, citizens of Wilmington, Windhain | 
county, Vermont, for reducing the charge for postage on 
prepaid letters to two cents. 

Also. the petition of Ruel Smith and 46 others, of the 
same place, that slavery and the slave-trade may be ex- | 
preasly prohibited by law in the territories of the United | 
States. | 

Also, the petition of Justus H. Dix and 41 others, citizens | 
of the same place, that the seat of Government may be re- 
moved, untess the existing laws, authorizing slavery in the 
District of Columbia, be repealed. | 

Also, the petition of Ruel Smith and 48 others, citizens of 
the sue place, that no State be hereafter admitted into the | 
Union, whose constitution does not prohibit slavery. 

Also, the petition of the same and 44 others, citizens of the | 
saine place, that persons, claimed as fugitives from slavery, 
shall, out of the State to which they are claimed to beiong, | 
only be delivered to the claimants upon the finding of a 
jury. 

By Mr. CORWIN: The petition of Robert Rodgers and || 
41 others, citizens of Clark county, Ohio, praying Congress | 
to pass a law, that whenever a person shall be arrested as || 
a fugitive slave, in any State other than that in which he is 
alleged to be held to service, lie shall not be delivered to the 
claimant, or his agent, except on the finding of a jury that |) 
he is the slave of the claimant. 

Also, the petition of J. F. Harrison and 21 others, citizens 
of the town of Springfield, and its vicinity, in Clark county, || 
Ohio, on the same subject, 

Also, the petition ot J. F. Harrison and 21 others, citizens 
of the town of Springfield, in Clark county, Ohio, to pro- 
hibit the admission of any State into the Union, unless its 
constitution shall expressly prohibit the existencé of slavery 
within its limits. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Steel and 20 others, on the 
same subject. 

Also, the petition of Rohert Rodgers and 48 others, citizens 
of Springfield, and its vicinity, in Clark county, that slavery 
and the slave-trade may be expressly prohibited, by act of |, 
Congress, in all the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. STETSON: The petition of Thomas Gregg and | 
96 others, citizens of Brewer, Maine, against the admission 
of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of J. Curti8 and 112 others, citizens of i| 
Bangor, Maine, for the same. | 

Also, the petition of William Stevens and 63 others, citi- | 
zens of Guilford, Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of J. 8S. Johnson and 122 others, citi- | 
zens of Bangor, Maine, for the prohibition of slavery in the | 
territories. 

Also, the petition of William Stevens and 61 others, citi- | 
zens of Guilford, Maine, for the same. | 

Also, the petiti 


ernment be removed. 

Also, the petition of William Stevens and 53 others, citi- | 
zens of Guilford, Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of the same and 62 others, citizens of | 
Guilford, Maine, for the passage of a law, granting trial by | 
Jury to persons arrested as fugitive slaves, 

By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Dennis Camp and 35 
others, citizens » nd electors of Durham, in the state of Con- 
necticut, praying that slavery and the slave-trade may be 


promivetn , by act of Congress, in all the territories of the 
Inited States. 


Also, the petition Qf Dennis Camp and 29 others, of the 


law for the trial of fugitive staves by jury. 
Also, the petition of D:nnis Camp and 16 others, citizens 
of the seme town and State, praying for the repeal of all 


sume fown und State, praying that provision be made by 1 





on of John Holyoke and 69 others, citizens | 
of Brewer, Maine, for the repeal of all laws supporting | 
slavery in the Diatrict of Columbia, or that the seat of Gov- || 





jaws enacted by Congress, by which slavery or the slayve- 


| trade is authorized or sanctioned in the District of Colam- 


bia, and if such Jaws are not repealed, that the seat of 
Government may be removed to some more suitable loca- 
tion. 

Also, the petition of Dennis Camp and 39 others, citizens 
of the same town and State, praying that no State be here- 
after admitted into the Union, uniess the constitution of 
such State shall prohibit the existence of slavery within its 
limits. 

By Vr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of James 
Weaver, praying the establishment of a post-route from 
Point Rock, North Carolina, to Newport, in Tennessee. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of G. Laurent, Cyprien 
Broussard, and a large number of others, asking for the ex- 


tension of the post-route from Perry’s Bridge vo Corso’s | 


Mill, and for the establishment of offices, &c., 
By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of Samuel Fessen- 
den and 180 others, citizens of Portland, Maine, for the es- 


. ; | tablishmentand protection of freedom in the territories. 
wens of Alfred, Alleghany county, New York, for the same | 


By Mr. MILLSON: The memorial of Dickson, Mallory 
& Co., and various other persons, asking an enlarged appro- 
priation for the purchase of a suituble site for a custom- 
house at Norfolk, and for the erection of the building. 

Also, the petition of Edward L. Young, praying peeu- 
niary relief in consequence of the loss of his right eye, 


, occasioned by the performance of public duties while in the 


naval service, 

Also, the petition of various citizens of ;Norfolk and 
Portsmouth, praying peeuniary relief for Edward L. Young, 
in consequence of the loss of his righteye in the public ser- 
vice. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of E. H. Garbutt and 
120 others, citizens of the counties of Niagara, Orleans, and 


| Monroe, New!tYork, praying Congress to establish a mail- 


route from Cariton, Orleans county, New York, to Charloue, 
in Monroe county, New York, 


By Mr. McDONALD: The petition of Samuel C. Will- 


sem and 17 others, praying bounty land to the soldiers and | 


volunteers of the Indian wars, and the war of L812, 
By Mr. PITMAN: The petition of William Lick and 66 


others, citizens of Lebanon county, Pennsylvania, asking | 


Concress to establish an Agricultural bureau. 


Also, the petition of Seth K. Smith and 12 others, citi- 


zeus of the same place, and for ihe same purpose. 
By Mr. REED; The petition of Thomas Estep, Joshaa 
Wright, and 150 others, citizens of Washington county, 


Peunsylvauia, for the establishment of an Agricultural bu- 
reau. 


Also, the petition of Dr. Simpson, Joseph Alexander, and | 


452 others, citizens of Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
for “such modification of the tariff as shall secure ample 


| protection to all the great national interests against foreign 
competition.’ | 
Also, the petition of John 8. Cratly and 28 others, for the 


abolition of slavery and the slave-trade in the te:ritories of 
the United States, 
Also, the petition of John &. Cratly and 27 others, for the 


; repeal of all laws sanctioning slavery and the slave-trade in 


the District of Columbia, and for the@moval of the seat of 
Government in case of their non-repeal. 

Also, the petition of John 8. Cratly and 30 others, against 
the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of Rev. Dr. Stockton and 32 others, for 


|| trial by jury for alleged fugitive slaves. 


By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Nathaniel B. Bor- 
den, John Westall, and about 120 other citizens of Fall 
River, Massachusetts, praying that slavery and the slave- 
trade may be expressly prohibited, by act of Congress, in all 


j. the territories of the United States. 


By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of J. A. 
Woodward and 49 others, citizens of Ashland, Massachu- 


| setts, praying for cheap postage. 


Also, the petition of Abijah Adams and 65 others, citizens 
of the fourth congressional district in Massachusetts, for 


| the same object. 


Also, the petition of Nathan Smith and 137 others, of 
Sandwich, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Willard Sears and 32 others, for the 
same object. 

Also, the petition of John Pierpont and 187 others, of 
Medford, Massachusetts, praying for the prohibition of sta- 
very in the territories, 

Also, the petition of 8S. Gilbert and 59 others, of Boston, 
for the same object. 

Also, the petition of John Pierpont and 182 others, pray- 
ing for the abolition of slavery and the® slave-trade in the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of T. Gilbert and 44 others, of Massa- 
chusetts, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of John Pierpont and185 others, pray- 
hang no more slave States may be admitied into the 

nion. 

Also, the petition of Willard Sears and 14 others,'for‘the 
same object. 

Also, the petition of John Pierpont and 185 others, pray- 


| ing for the right of trial by jury for persons arrested as fugi- 


tive slaves, 

Also, the petition of Willard Sears ‘and 11 others, for the 
same object. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: The petition of Wm. Mon- 
rony and 105 other citizens of Shelby county, Indiana, pray- 
ing a grant of bounty land to the soldiers of the war of 1812, 
and the Indian wars. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Reuben Roberts 
and other citizens of Gustavus, Trumbull county, Ohio, pray- 
ing the prohibition of slavery in all new States hereafter to 
be admitted into the Union. 

Also, the petition of J. N. Hart and others, citizens of 
Gustavus, Trumbull county, Ohio, praying that slavery and 
the slave-trade be prohibited in all the territories of the 
United States, 

Also, the petition of Hugh Gilman and other citizens of 
Gustavus, Trumbull county, Ohio, praying for the repeal of 
all laws that authorize and sanction slavery and the slave- 
trade in the city of Washington and District of Columbia, 
and if not repealed, that the seat of Government be re- 
moved to some more suitable location. 
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IN SENATE. 


Wepnespay, April 3, 1850. 
The following message was recei 
President of the United States, eaten oe 


laid on the table, and ordered to be printed: , 
WasnHInoto i > 
To the Senate of the United States : ~ %, oAprit 3, 1850, 
I transmit a translation of a note, under date the 

last month, addressed to the Secretary of State by the 
ister of the Mexican Republic, accredited to this a 
ment, expressing the views of that Government with a 
ence to the control of wild Indians of the United Setien 
the frontier of Mexico, as stipulated for-in the eleve = 
article of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. —. ea 
Z. TAYLOR. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO OUR AGENT IN HUNGARY 


The following message was received from the 
President of the United States, which was reqd 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed; 


WASHINGTON, March 28, 1850 
To the Senate of the United States: : 

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 2 
instant, requesting the President of the United States t 
communicate to that body, a copy of the instructions wo 
to the agent of the United States, who was employed “ 
visit Hungary during the recent war between that ey 
and Austria, and of the correspondence by and with such 
agent, so faras the publication of the same may be von- 
vistentwith the publie interest, I herewith transmit to the 
Sena‘e a copy of the instruetions to A. Dudley M nn, esq 
relating to Hungary, he having been appoiuted by ine spe! 
cial agent to that country on the 1th day of June jas; 
together with a copy of the correspondence with our jar 
chargé daffaires to Austria, referred to in those jnstrye. 
tions, and of other papers, disclosing the policy of this Goy. 
ernmentin reference to Hungary and her people. T also 
transmit, in compliance with the resolution of the Senate 
butin a separate packet, a copy of the correspondence of 
Mr. Mann with the Department of State. The latter | have 
caused to be marked * Ezecutive,”? the information cop. 
tained in it being such as will be found, on examination 
most appropriaiely to belong to the Senate in the ¢ Xercise 
of its executive functions. The publication of this corre. 
spondence of the agent, sent by me to Hungary, isa matter 
referred entirely to the judgment and discretion of the 
Senate. 

It will be seen, by the documents now transmitted, that 
no minister or agent was aceredited by the’ Government of 
Hungary to this Government at any period since [ eae 
into office, nor was any communicat on ever received by 
this Government from the minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Hungary, or any other executive officer authorized to act in 
her behalf. 

My purpose, as freely avowed in this’ correspondence, 
was to have acknowledged the independence of Hungary, 
had she succeeded in establishing a Government de facto, on 
a basis sufficiently permanent in its character to have justi- 
fied me in doing so, according to the usages and settled 
principles of this Government; and although she is now 
fallen, and many of her gallant patriots are in exile or in 
chains, I am free still to deelare, that had she been success. 
ful in the maintenanee of such a Governinent as we eontd 
have recognized, we should bave been the first to weleome 
her into the family of nations. Z. TAYLOR. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Department of War, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 25th ultimo, requesting to be furnished, 
as soon as practicable, with any recent report or 
other information in reference to the geology and 
topography of California, transmitting the reports 
of Brevet Major-General Smith and Brevet Briga- 
dier-General Riley, and a communication from the 
Colonel of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, 
with a copy of a memoir upon the geology of Cal- 
ifornia, addressed to him by Philip T. Tyson, 
esq.; which was laid upon the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. RUSK moved to print five thousand addi- 
tional copies; which was referred to the Commt- 
tee on Printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a preamble and resolutions of the Legislature of 
Michigan, in relation to the questions in contro- 
versy between the States, and declaring the un- 
alterable attachment of the people of that State to 
the Federal Union; which were ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. HALE presented a petition signed by 
twenty-two citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, 
asking the adoption of measures for the adjust- 
ment of international disputes by arbitration; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. . 

Also, a petition of citizens of Wisconsin, ask- 
ing a reduction of the rates of portage which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office an 
Post Roads. ; 

Also, a petition of citizens of New Hampshire; 
a petition of cilizens of Bangor, Maine; a petition 


Untry 


of citizens of Berkshire, Vermont; a pettion of 
citizens of Cranston, Rhode Island; a petition of 
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citizens of Ohio; two petitions of citizens of Mas- | 


-husetts; and two petitions of citizens of New 
Fork asking that the right of trial by jury may 
be secured by law to fugitive slaves, arrested in 
ny other State than that in which their service is 
c d; all of which were ordered to lie on the 


claime 


om a petition of citizens of New Hampshire; 


a petition of citizens of Ohio; a petition of citizens 
of Rhode Island; a petition of citizens of Vermont; 
two petitions of citizens of New York; and two 

ytions of citizens of Massachusetts, asking that 
no State may hereafter be admitted into the Union 
whose constitution does not expressly prohibit 
slavery within its limits; which were ordered to 
jie on the table. a 

Mr. COOPER presented four petitions of citi- 


vens of the city and county of Philadelphia, ask- || 


ing that the act of February 26, 1845, extending the 
patent of William Woodworth for a planing ma- 


chine, may be repealed; which were ordered to lie | 


on the table. 


Also, a petition of the President and Secretary 
of a female anti-slavery society, asking the adop- | 
yon of measures for effecting such a change in | 
the Constitution as will abolish slavery through- | 


out the United States, or relieve the people of the 


free States from the responsibility of aiding in its | 


support; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial of certain 
settlers on the public lands in the county of St. 
Louis, Missouri, asking to be allowed the right of 
preémption to the lands on which they have set- 
tled; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. FELCH presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, instructing the Senators 
and requesting the Representatives of that State 
in Congress, to use their exertions to procure the 
enactment of a law authorizing the Legislature of 
Michigan to select certain public lands for saline 


purposes; which was referred to the Committee on || 


the Public Lands and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 
P. A. S. Dearborn, widow of Greenleaf Dearborn, 
late an officer in the army, asking to be allowed a 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


Mr. BERRIEN presented documents relating | 


to the expediency of establishing beacons in the 
Harbor of Savannah, Georgia; which were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of 


William H. Chase, praying to be released from | 


two judgments obtained against him by the United 


States on certain bonds, as given by him as | 


President of the Alabama, Florida, and Georgia 
Railroad Company, for the payment of the duties 
on railroad iron imported for the use of that com- 


pany; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Commerce. _ 
Mr. FOOTE presented documents relating to 


the claim of the widow of Leslie Chase, late an | 


officer in the army, to a pension; which were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a resolution of || paid to his memory, when his remains are trans- | of 


the Legislature of Kentucky, instructing the Sena- 
tors and requesting the Representatives of that 


State in Congress, to use their exertions to procure | 


the enactment of a law granting pensions to the 
officers, soldiers; and volunteers who served in 
the army under General Wayne, and bounty lands 
to the officers, soldiers, and volunteers who served 
in the last war with Great Britain, and to the 
officers in the late war with Mexico; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a resolution of the legislature of the 
same State, in favor of the enactment of a law for 
an appropriation for repairing the dam at the head 
of Cumberland island, in the Ohio river; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 


Ordered, That the petition of William Wailis, on the files 
~ Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Public 
ands, 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 
_Mr. COOPER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over one day under the rules: 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Finance be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of modifying the act of Con- || 


ee entitled * An act reducing the duty on imports, and 
other purposes,” approved the 30th day of July, 1846, by 
increasing the duty on iron, and sundry other articles, and 
Ol ehanging ad valorem to specifie duties in certain cases. 
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. | 


Mr. BUTLER. I desire to offer another reso- 

| Mr. BERRIEN submitted the following reso- | lution, which is rather of a private character: 
lution, which was considered by unanimous con- i Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 

_ sent, and adopted: || pay, out of the contingent fund, te Dr. John C. Calhoun, son 


. of the fate Joun C. CaLnoun, whatever sum may be due 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed || his estate for per diem compensation and mileage. 


|| to inqnire into the expediency of pulting down tio dumb |) ‘ 
|| beacons of sufficient size in the rivef Savannah; the one to ||. Mr. BUTLER. The sum és a very small one, 
sir—some sixty or seventy dollars, and | suppose 


| be placed on Black-Oyster rock, and the other on Sugar |! 

| Loaf, cae ene and dangerous shoals in the said river; and |) there will be no objection to this course. 

| to report by bill or otherwise. The resolution was read th ’ i 

, 5 ree several timesand 
_ Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolu- | passed. 

|| tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, | POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


| and adopted : set. 

| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post-Office and i| Mr. RUSK asked the Senate to take UP» for the 
|| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of || Purpose of reference, Senate bills to provide for 
| establishing a post-route from Marion, Grant county, Indi- || additional clerks in the Post-Office Department, 


ans, to Braman, Mercer county, Ohio, via Hartford, Port- || and to provide for the post-office and mail service 
land, Jay court-house, and Fort Recovery. |! in Californi oO 
in California and Oregon. 


Mr. FOOTE submitted the following resolution, | The motion having been agreed to, the bills were 
| which was considered by unanimous consent, and || referred back to the Committee on the Post-Office 
|| oe , _and Post Roads. 
esolved, e Co ittee ensigns be ins e * . 5 : 
| eames seeuunaeesamened seununaieieaneeiin Saat | AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 
Chase, widow of the late Captain Leslie Chase, of the || Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to present the 
|| joint resolution of which [ gave notice a few morn- 


United States army. 
THE LATE HON. JOHN C. CALHOUN. || ings since, in order that it may lie on the table and 
Mr. President, 1 present the fol- || be printed. Hereafter, when I shall ask its refer- 


ti 
it 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. CASS. 


| lowing resolution, and ask its immediate and | ence, I shall beg leave of the Senate to state the 

|, unanimous consideration. ‘This is due not less to || object I have in view in presenting it. 

|| the memory of him we have lost, than to the feel- he resolution is as follows: 

|| ings of the country in whose service he passed a Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

|| life without spot and without reproach: || United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That the 

Resolved, That the Committee of Arrangements be di- || @llowing amendments to the Constitution be proposed and 
. > . 4 < s 7 . . * > » vials . r » »¥P 
rected to cause to be published, in a pamphlet form,and in | a eee nded to the Ke gislature 8 of the several States for 
such manner as may seem to them appropriate, fur the use || “iF Fatheation, to wit: ag .* 

\| af tun Weeden. thousand copies of the addresses made Amend the ecw enth section of the first article, by atriking 
| tay the members of the Gepate, lagethar with. the dlecourte || out the ware, ‘ we — “ that House,’ eee ped 
of the Rev. Dr. Butler, upon the occasion of the death of || OCCUN a aoe Gane ayers oF all the mespbens 
the Hon. Joun C. Cannoun. ‘ || to which that House may be entitled. 


a , || Amend the first section of the second article, by inserting 
The VICE PRESI DENT. With what num- || after the words, “ fourteen years a resident within the United 
1 ber shall the blank be filled ? 


States,” the following words: “ nor shall the person etected 
Mr. BADGER. ‘Ten thousand. 





| 
' 


ti 


ii 
| 


be eligible to that office for the succeeding four years after 
| é || the expiration of the term for which he was elected.” 
1 Mr. CASS. I accept that number. || Amend the first section of the third article, by adding 
‘(| ‘The resolution was then adopted, || thereto the following: “whenever a majority of all the 
Mr. MASON. I rise to state to the Senate | —— = ae “ a is oo. nm, _ —_— 
| : : © ' major y ot the members 0 1 ouse 0 epresen a ves, 
1 that, os chairman of the committee appointed to | shall concur, in an address to the President, for the removal 
| superintend the funeral solemnities, I received a || of any judge, his office shall be vacant from the day of the 
letter, addressed to me by the only member of the || delivery of such address, and the President shall proceed to 
family of the illustrious deceased who was in this |) “il! the same in the manner prescribed by law.” 
|| city at the time of his death. He informed me | Amend the Constitution, by the two additional 
|| that it was his wish that the remains of our | articles, following: 

‘|| lamented colleague, for the present, should be Arr. 14. The tenure of all offices, and the mode of re- 
|| placed in the vault appropriated for such purposes | ™0Val from office, shall be regulated by law, those cases 
by Congress, to await their removal to South C excepted which are provided for in the Constitution. —_ 
|| by Vongress, . ' ou “AT Arr. 15. Senators and Representatives shall not be eligible 

olina. I informed him, of course, that such dis- | to any office, on the nomination of the President, during the 

position should be made of them as his family | time for which they were respectively eleeted to serve in 

: the Congress of the United States, and for two years next 

|| desired. d 1 it fi d . ‘ ‘ || ensuing the expiration thereof: ’ Provided, however, The 

1 have deemed it fit and appropriate—in view | president may select the heads of the departments from the 
of the distinguished honors which were paid to | members of Congress. 

the illustrious statesman on the occasion of his | a Peele Fuss =e Ser eu of the jegpetoenray of 

: . . : || the several States shall ratify the foregoing proposed amend- 

| decease, and in view of the long, illustrious, and | ments, or any one or more Of them, the same, when so mit- 

|| unspotted service to his country, which has been || ified, shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of 

referred to by the Senator from Michigan, and || the Constitution. 


|| in connection with the fact that during that public The resolution was laid on the table and or- 
| service of nearly forty years he was twice called || dered to be printed. 

by the people of the United States to the second BILLS ON LEAVE. 
|| office in the Government, that of presiding officer Mr. RUSK, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 


of this body—that the further honor should be |, tained leave to introduce a bili to reduce the rates 


ostage, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post-Office and Poat 
In that |) Roads. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, pursuant to notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to establish 
an additional land-office in the State of lowa; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 


|| ferred to his native State, there to mingle with the | 
soil he loved so much, that they should be at- | 
tended by a committee of the Senate. 
view I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, As a mark of the respect entertained hy the | 
| Senate for the memory of the late Joun Catpwetr Cat- 

HOUN, a Senator of South Carolina, and for his long and dis- | 
|| tinguished service in the public councils, that his remains 


|| be removed, at the pleasure of his surviving family, in charge || and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
| of the Sergeant-at-Arms, and attended by a committee of | 


the Senate, to the place designated for their interment in | Also, a bill for the relief of Elisha Hampton 
the bosom of his native State; and that such committee, to || and others, of lowa; which was read a first and 


| consist of Senators, be appointed by the President of the |) secottd time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
| Senate, who shali have full power to carry the foregoing reso- || mittee on Public Lands. 


| 
i i Mr. MASO DECORUM IN DEBATE 
| ae The VICE PRESIDENT. There being no 


|, word “two.” ‘ here ’ 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I move that the | further morning business, the Chair claims the in- 
| number be six. | dulgence of the Senate to submit a few remarks in 


|| Mr. MASON. [ accept the amendment in lieu | relation to his own powers and duties to preserve 
| of my own motion. | order. ble d oe 

| The motion to fill the blank with the number | _On assuming the responsible duty as presiding 
| six was agreed to, and the resolution was adopted. || Officer of this body, I trusted that no occasion 


. ‘ would arise when it would become necessary for 
didaaat I desire to offer the following |: the Chair to interpose to preserve order in debate. 


I ot disguise the fact that, by possibility, 
Resolved, That the Vice President be requested to com- | cock a aennalee ain stair: 2 Chenciere ten tired 
| of some of the Senators to know what had been 
| the usage on this subject, and was informed that 
|| the general practice had been, since Mr. Calhoun 


| 
| 
| 
| 








I move to fill the blank with the | 


|| municate to the Executive of the State of South Carolina | 
|| information of the death of the Hon. Joun C. Catnoun, | 
late a Senator from the said State. 


The resolution was adopted. 
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acted as Vice President, not to interfere unless a | 
question of order was made by some Senator. 1 
was informed that that distinguished and now la- | 
mented person had declined to exercise the power 
of calling to order for words spoken in debate, on | 
the ground that he had no authority to do so. 
Some thought the rule had been since changed, | 
and others not; but then there still seemed to be | 
a difference of opinion as to the power. Under 
these circumstances, though my opinion was 





strongly in favor of the power, with or without | 


the rule to authorize it, I thought it most prudent 
not hastily to assume the exercise of it, but to 
weit until the course of events should show that it 
was necessary. 
has now arrived, and that the Senate should know 

my opinion on this subject, and the powers which, 

after mature reflection, I think are vested in the . 


Chair, and the corresponding duties which nad {| 
a 


impose. If I am wrong in the conclusion at whic 

I have’arrived, | desire the advice of the Senate to 
correct me. I therefore think it better to state | 
them now, when there is the opportunity fora 
cool and dispassionate examination, rather than | 
wait until they are called into action by some 
scene of excitement which may be unfavorable to 
dispassionate deliberation and advice; for while 
I should shrink from no responsibilities which the 
office with which | am honored imposes upon me, 
I would most scrupulously avoid the assumption 
of any power not conferred by the Constitution 
and rules of this body. 

The question then presents itself, ‘* Flas the | 
Vice President, as presiding officer of this body, 
the power to call a Senator to order for words 
spoken in debate ?”” 

The sixth rule of the Senate is in the following 
words: 

« When a member shall be called to order by the Presi- 
dent or a Senator, he shall sit down, and every question of 
order shall be decided by the President without debate, sub- 
ject to an appeal to the Senate; and the President may call 
for the sense of the Senate on any question of order.” 

lt will be seen that this rule does not expressly 
confer the power of calling to order either upon 
the President or a Senator, but impliedly admits 
that power in each, and declares the consequences 
of such call. 

The constitutional provisions bearing upon this 
subject are very brief. The first is: 

“The Vice President of the United States shall be Pres- 
ident of the Senate, and shall have no vote unless they be 
equally divided.”’ 

The next is: 

“ Each House may determine the rutes of its proceedings, 
pupish its members for disorderly behavior, and with the 
coneurrence of two thirds, expel a member.”’ 

The first clause which | have quoted, confers no 
express powers, yet the general powers and duties 
of a presiding officer, in a parliamentary debate, 
were well understood by the framers of the Con- 
stutution, and it can hardly be doubted that they 
intended to confer = the Vice President those | 
powers, and required of him the performance of 
those duties. But the power expressly conferred 
to make rules to regulate its proceedings, clearly 
conferred upon the Senate authority to make rules 
regulating the conduct of its members, including 
its presiding officer. What, then, are we to un- | 
derstand from this rule? 

1 have availed myself of the leisure afforded by 
the Jast recess, to look into the history of this rule, 
that I might, if possible, gather from it the intent 
of the Senate in adopting it. I find that one of the 
first acts of this body, in 1789, was to appoint a 
committee to * prepare a system of rules for con- 
ducting business in the Senate.”’ 

That committee reported a number of rules, 
which were adopted, and among the rest the two 
following: 

“46th, When a member shall be called to order, he shall 
sit down until the President shall have determined whether 
he is in order or not. Every question of order shail be de- 


“cided by the President without debate; and if there be a 


doubt in his mind, he may call for a sense of the Senate. 
“17th. [f a member be called to order for words spoken, 
the exceptionnhle words shall be immediately taken down 


in writing, that the President may be better enabled to judge 
of the matter.”’ 


These rules remained the same until 1828; but 


in 1826, Mr. Calhoun, then Vice President, de- | 


clared that, in his opinion, he had no authority to 


call a Senator to order for words spoken in debate. | 


In 1828, the rules were referred to a committee for 
revision, and were reported without any amend- 


ment to these rules; but when they came up 





It appears to me that that time || 


| resentatives. 


| consideration in the Senate, they were amended so 
| as to read as they now do, namely: 
6th. When a member shall be called to order by the 


President ora Senator, he shall sit down; and every ques- | 
tion of order shall be decided by the President without de- | 


bate, subject to an appeal to the Senate; and the President 
may call for the sense of the Senate on any question of 
order. 

“7th. If a member be called to order by a Senator for 


words spoken, the exceptionable words shall immediately | 
| be taken down in writing, that the President may be better | 


| enabled to judge of the matter.* . 


| posed rule expressly recognized the authority in 
| the President to call to order, and gave an appeal 
| from his decision, which the former rules did not. 

It also made a distinction between a call to order 
for words spoken by the President, and by a Sen- 
ator for words spoken, by requiring in the latter 


| duced to writing, but not in the former. On this 
amendment, a long and interesting debate sprung 
up, which may be found in Gales and Seaton’s 


| and in this debate, though Senators differed widely 
as to the power of the President to call to order 


| without the amendment, and as to the policy of || 
| adopting it, yet all seemed to conclude that, if. 
‘adopted, he would have less power, and the | 


amendment was finally agreed to by a vote of 
more than two to one; and thereupon it is re- 
ported that Mr. Cainoun, 


‘eThe Vick PresipEnt, then rose and said, that he took 
this Opportunity to express bis entire satisfaction with that 
portion of the amendment giving to Senators the right of 
appeal from the decision of the Chair, as it was not only ac- 

| cording to strict principle, but would relieve the Chair from 
a most delicate duty. As tothe power conferred upon the 


Chair, it was not forhim to speak, but he as-ured the Senate | 


that he should always endeavor to exercise it with strict im- 
partiality.”? 
| . 
| It appears to me, then, with all due respect to 
| the opinions of others, that this rule recognized thie 


| power to call to order in the Vice President, and, | 
| by implication at least, conferred that power upon 


him. 


| . The next question is, Does the possession of the | 


| power impose any duty to exercise it? ° 


The power, it will be seen, is conferred equally | 


| upon the Chair and every member of the Senate, 
and in precisely the same language. Is the duty, 
then, more imperative upon the President than upon 
any and every member of the Senate, to perform 


| the unpleasant but necessary task of exercising it? | 


| There is a marked distinction between this rule 


and the corresponding rule of the House of Rep- || 
By the 22d rule of that body, a | 
| member may call to order, but it is made the im- | 


perative duty of the Speaker to do so. ‘The words 

| are: 

| &[fany member in speaking or otherwise transgresses 

the rules of the House, the Speaker shall, or any member 
may, call to order,” &e. 

It is perhaps to be regretted, if the Senate de- 

sires that its presiding officer should perform this 


' delicate and ungracious duty, that its rule had not || 


been equally explicit with that of the House. 


| The reason why Senators so seldom interfere by | 


calling each other to order, is doubtless because 
they fear that their motives may be misunderstood. 


, They do not like to appear as volunteers in the |! 


| discharge of such an invidious duty. The same 
| feeling must, to some extent, operate upon the 
Chair, unless his duty be palpable. But upon 
| mature reflection, | have come to the conclusion, 

though the authority be the same, yet that the 
_ duty may be more imperative upon the Chair than 


upon the Senate, and that if the painful necessity | 


shall hereafter arise, | shall feel bound to discharge 
my duty accordingly. 1 shall endeavor to do it 
| with the utmost impartiality and respect. 1 know 
how difficult it is to determine what is and what 
is not in order, to restrain improper language, and 
| yet not abridge the freedom of debate. 


ure from the strict rule of parliamentary decorum 
be checked, as a slight attack, or even insinuation 
of apersonal character, often provokes a more se- 
vere retort, which brings out a more disorderly 
reply, each Senator feeling a justification in the 
previous aggression. There is, therefore, no point 
| 80 proper to interpose for the preservation of order 
| as to check the first violation of it. 

If, in my anxiety to do this, [should sometimes 
make a mistake, I am happy to know that the 
Senate has the remedy in its own hands, and that, 
by an appeal, my error may be corrected without 


BE. . A 





It will be seen by the comparison, that the pro- | 


case that the objectionable words should be re-., 


Register of Debates, vol. 4, part 1, p. 278 to 341; | 


) But all | 
| Must see how important it is that the first depart- | 
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| injury to anyone. Or if I have wholly mistak 
|| my duty in this delicate matter, the action of ae 
| Senate will soon convince me of that fact, and . 
| that event | shall cheerfully leave it to the dis ae 

tion of the Senate. But I have an undoubtin, 
| confidence that while 1 am right, I shall be ¢ i 
sustained. . —y 
I trust I shall be pardoned for making on 
two suggestions on some points of minor import 
ance. This body has been so long and so justly 
distinguished for its dignity and decorum, that { 
cannot but apprehend that some neglect on m 
rt renders these remarks necessary. We mA 
now that many little irregularities may be toler. 
_ated ina small body that would cause much dis. 
order ina large one. The Senate has increased 
from twenty-six to sixty members. The natural 
tendency of the increase of members is, to relay 
the discipline—that when the strict observance of 
rules is most essential to the dignity and comfort 
of the body, it is the most difficult to enforce, 
The second rule is a very salutary one, but pers 
_ haps too stringent to be always observed in prac. 
tice. It reads as follows: 
‘¢ No member shall speak to another, or otherwise inter. 
rupt the business of the Senate, or read any newspaper 


while the journals or public papers are reading, or when 
any member is speaking in any debate.’’ 





© or 


_ Mr. Jefferson, in his Manual, (page 149,) 
| which seems to be a code of common law for the 
_ regulation of all parliamentary debates in the coun. 
try, Says that no one is to disturb another in his 
speech, &c., nor to pass between the Speaker and 
'the speaking member. These are comparatively 
‘trifling matters, and yet the rules and law of the 

Senate would seem to require that its presiding 

officer should see them enforced. 1 trust, how- 
| ever, that it is only necessary to call attention to 

them to insure their observance by every Senator, 
_ But the practice seems to have grown up of inter- 
rupting a Senator when speaking, by addressing 
him directly, instead of addressing the Chair, as 
required by the rule. 

The Manual declares that it is a breach of order 
for one member to interrupt another while speak- 
ing, unless by calling him to order, if he departs 
from it. It seems to me that the objection should 
be a very urgent one, indeed, that can justify one 
member in interrupting another while speaking, 
and that all would find it to their advantage if this 
rule were more strictly enforced than it has been, 
and that in all cases the Senator rising to explain 
should address the Chair, as required by the rule, 

As presiding officer of the Senate, I feel that my 
duty consists In executing its law, as declared by 
its rules and by its practice. If these rules are too 
strict, it would be better to modify than violate 
them. But we have a common interest and feel a 
common pride in the order and dignity of this 
| body, and I therefore feel that | can appeal with 
| confidence to every Senator to aid me in enforcing 
these salutary regulations. I feel it my duty to 
| say thus much before proceeding to the course of 
action I have decided upon. 

Mr. FOOTE. Asan affair in which I was a 
participant has been alluded to in a manner satis- 
|| factory to myself, if not to other Senators, I beg 
leave to state now, what I intended to state a day 
or two ago, that if, on the occasion referred to, { 
either by word or deed did anything that this 
Senate, as a legislative body, would consider as 
disrespectful to it in its corporate capacity, | avow 
the most profound regret for having done so, and 
[ trust the Senate will make due allowance for the 
natural infirmities to which we are all subject, 
_and for any error of conduct that may have arisen 
at the moment. 
| Mr. KING. I have listened with great atten- 
tion to the statement of the presiding officer, and 


rights and duties appertaining to that position. It 
is necessary—it is essentially necessary, that those 
'| duties should be strictly performed by the Vice 
|| President, or any other presiding officer whom the 
|| Senate may select in his absence. They should 
|| feel it to be their imperative duty to enforce order, 
|| to protect persons in debate, and put down every 
| species of disorder. I hope, therefore, that we 
| may have this statement placed on the Journal, as 
' a guide to other presiding officers, and I move that 
it be placed there, if it meets, as I trust it will, the 
| full approbation of the Senate. ; 

| The motion to enter the Vice President’s state- 
| ment on the Journal was agreed to unanimously. 


entirely concur in the views he expresses of the — 
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wr. BRADBURY. 


I move that the remarks } 

pic have just been ordered to be entered on the 

Journal of the Senate, be printed, that they may | 
| 


ve accessible, and bound up with other documents. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion goes 
the Printing Committee. 
several Senator’. Oh, let the vote be taken on 
jtat once. — ; 
The motion to print was agreed to. 
MR. BELL’S RESOLUTIONS. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of i 
the series of resolutions, some time since submit- | 
ed by Mr. Bett, which Mr. Foote moved to 
refer to a Select committee of thirteen. 

Mr. BALDWIN resumed and concluded rq 
speech which he commenced some days ago. [Fiis | 
speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. UNDERWOOD proceeded to address the 
senate in reply to some remarks of the Senator | 
jom Connecticut, and without concluding, gave || 
ay to 
Mr HALE, who said: I wish to suggest to the | 
senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Davis, that if he || 
jesires to move an early day for the Senate to go | 
io Executive session, this is the moment to do it. 
Mr. DAVIS, (of Mississippi.) If it is agree- || 
able to the Senate, | propose, then, that we have || 
Executive session to-morrow, after the close | 
of the remarks of the Senator from Kentucky, | 
‘Mr. Unperwoop,] if he shall desire to conclude. | 

| 


1} 


ia 


it 


“Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise for the purpose 
of saying, that nothing I have to say will inter- | 
fere at all with the ordinary business of the Sen- || 
sic. I will not speak at all to-morrow, but con- || 
dude just here, if the public business shall go on. || 

Mr. DAVIS. I have no desire to interfere with 
the Senator, and | merely desire an Executive 
session after he shall close his remarks. I hope 
he willgo on to the full extent he may propose, | 
for | should like to hear a great deal more of the 
same kind of talk he has given us to-day. 

Mr. HALE. This is what 1 desire. 





I have | 
ever been anxious to hear a defence of slavery on || 
this ground, from a gentleman from a slave State, | 
and | hope he will go on as long as his strength | 
holds. I move the Senate do now adjourn. || 
Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator withdraw that |; 
motion for a moment? 

Mr. HALE. Certainly, if you will renew it. | 

Mr. FOOTE, I desire to suggest, that to-mor- || 
row, after the Senator from Kentucky shall have || 
closed his remarks, and after the Executive ses- || 
sion, if no other Senator desires to be heard on 
this particular motion, I should like to have the |! 
committee raised, if itcould beso. J trust, atany || 
rate, Senators will permit the vote to be taken to- 
morrow, or next day at furthest. I do not wish 
to manifest undue uneasiness or earnestness on the 
subject; but | am extremely anxious that the Sen- 
ale should come at once to a vote on my motion. || 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. | 


Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to say, that it is | 
my purpose, on the day after to-morrow, to call | 
up the resolution submitted by me, (in relation to | 
removals from office,) and obtain a vote on it, if | 
possible. [ have a few remarks to submit, and 
then I hope it will be convenient for the Senate to 

come !o a vote upon it. 


And then the Senate adjourned, 
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Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose not, he 
said, to make objection to the reception of these 
reports, but to inquire of the Speaker what was 
the reason that the committees were not called for 


reports? 
The SPEAKER said he would state, in answer 
to the inquiry of the gentleman from Mississippi, 


| (Mr. Tuompson,] that the reason why the com- 


mittees were not called for reports, during the 
morning hour, was, that several reports of com- 
Mittees had recently been made, which had given 
rise to extensive debate, in which, day after day, 
the morning hour had ban consumed. 

No objection having been made— 

Mr. STRONG made the following reports: 

A report from the Committee on Elections, on 
the application of Hugh N. Smith, esquire, to be 


'| admitted as a delegate from New Mexico, accom- 


panied by the following resolution: 
Resolved, Tivat it is inexpedient to admit Hugh N. Smith, 


| esquire, to a seat in this House, as a delegate’from New 


Mexico. 
Also, a report from the Committee on Elec- 


tions, on the application of Almon W. Babbit, 
esquire, to be admitted as a delegate from the State 


| of Deseret, accompanied by the following reso- 


lution: 


Resolved, That it is inexpedient to admit Almon W. Bab- 
bit, esquire, to a seat in this House, as a delegate from the 


| alleged State of Deseret. 


On motion by Mr. STRONG, the reports were 
ordered to be printed, and were made the special 
order of the day for the 29th of the present month. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said that he held 


|| in his hand a report which he desired to present, 
| though it was of no great consequence; but not 


having been in his seat at the moment the Com- 
mittée on Commerce was last called, he would ask 
the unanimous consent of the House now to pre- 


|| sent the report 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said that he 


|| should not object to the reception of this particu- 


lar report, but he gave notice that hereafter he 
should object to the reception of reports out of 
order, until the committees were regularly called. 
The SPEAKER inguired if there was any ob- 
jection to the report being made. 
Mr. JONES called for the regular order of busi- 


| ness. 


The SPEAKER announced the regular order of 
business to be the motion of the gentleman from 


| Tennessee, [Mr. Stanron,] to reconsider the vote 


by which the joint resolution, heretofore reported 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs, in relation 


| to the purchase of water-rotted hemp for the use 
|| of the navy, had been referred to the Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union, and on 
| that motion the previous question had been de- 


manded. 

Mr. BOWLIN took the floor. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked the gen- 
tleman from Missouri [Mr. Bow tn] to yield fora 
moment, to allow him (Mr. 8S.) to correct a state- 
ment made by him in the remarks he had sub- 
mitted yesterday. 

Mr. BOW LIN said he would yield the floor. 

The SPEAKER said he would state to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Stanton,] and to 
the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Bow in,] that 
the previous question having been demanded, it 
was not in order for the gentleman from Missouri 
to make any remarks, nor to yield the floor to the 
gentleman from Tennessee for a similar purpose. 

Mr. BOWLIN said, he hoped the previous 
question would be withdrawn, that he might have 
an opportunity of submitting a few remarks. 

Mr. JONES now withdrew the objection he 


The SPEAKER announced the following mem- || had made to the reception of the report of the 


hers as composing the committee ordered yester- | 


day to be appointed, on the request of the Secre- } 


lary of War, for an investigation into his conduct | 
im relation to the claim of the representatives of | 
George Galphin: 

Mr. Burt of South Carolina; Mr. Griwnete. 
of Massachusetts; Mr. FeatHerston of Missis- 
sippi; Mr. Gentry of Tennessee; Mr. Disney 
of Ohio; Mr. Kine of New Jersey; Mr. McLan- 
4HAN of Pennsylvaria; Mr. Conran of Louisiana; 
and Mr. Jacxson, of Georgia. 

_Mr. STRONG, from the Committee on Elec- 
lions, asked the unanimous consent of the House 
lo make two reports. 

‘The SPEAKER said if there was no objection 
the reports would be received. 





gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. McLane. ] 
Mr. McLANE was about to make the report, 
When further objection was made. 


AMERICAN WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour, being the motion of the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Stanton] to re- 
consider the vote by which the resolution report- 
ed from the Committee-on Naval Affairs, in rela- 
tion to the purchase of water-rotted hemp, for the 
use of the navy, with the amendment, had been 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on ths 
state of the Union. 

And the pending question was on the demand 
for the previous question. 
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Mr. BOWLIN and other gentlemen having ap- 
pealed to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Cart- 
TER,] who moved the previous question, to with- 
draw it, 

Mr. C. finally consented to do so, expressing 
the hope that some other gentleman would here- 
after renew it. 

Mr. BOWLIN then resumed the floor, but 
yielded, for purposes of @xplanation, to 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, who said that 
he desired to correct a mistake into which he had 
inadvertently fallen yesterday, in relation to the 
amount of hemp raised in the United States. 
From subsequent examination, he found that he 
had estimated the amount much too high. He 
had been led into the mistake by the amount of 
hemp and flax raised in the year 1840, as set forth 
in the census tables. Upon reference to the re- 
port of the Commissioner of Patents, he (Mr. 8.) 
found that in the year 1844 the amount of hemp 





| was set down in the neighborhood of forty thou- 


sand tons. Last year the amount was set down 
at a much smaller figure. He supposed that a 
fair estimate now would be forty or ffty thousand 
tons, and the amount of six hundred tons would 
be a little over one per cent., instead of the amount 
he had stated yesterday. 

Mr. BOWLIN said the resolution before the 
House had now assumed the worst possible form. 
If the Committee on Naval Affairs had directed 
their attention to framing a rexolation as odious as 
they knew how, and as injurious to the farming 


| interests of the country, they could not have ac- 


complished it more effectually than by the resolu- 
tion in the form in which it was now presented to 
the House; and though the resistance of those 
gentlemen who represented the hemp-growing in- 
terest might seem somewhat troublesome to the 
House, he hoped they would be excused when 
the amount of the interests involved was consid- 
ered, and when it was remembered, furthermore, 
that he, and gentlemen with whom he acted, were 
thrown entirely on the defensive in behalf of the 
farmers who were at home attending to their own 
business, against those who were attending upon 
the halls of Congress, and electioneering year 
after year to carry a monopoly of the supply of 
hemp for the use of the navy over the heads of the 
farmers. Under these circumstances, he trusted 
the House would excuse him for consuming a few 
moments in answering some of the positions yes- 
terday assumed by the honorable gentleman from 
Tennessee, [\ir. STANTON. } 

But before he proceeded to this, he proposed for 
a few moments to invite the attention of the Hopse 
to the report of the Secretary of the Navy, relative 
to this question. He did not understand precisely 
what influence this Administration exercised in 
this House; but it did appear to him, that if there 
were ever a case presented, in which the recom- 
mendations of the executive officer having charge 
of the department interested, bad been treated with 
the utmost contempt by a committee of this House, 
it was the case now presented. No respect was 
paid in this case to the recommendation of the 
executive officer as to what would be the require- 
ment of the navy, and what was the best mode 
of supplying that requirement. He thought he 
should be able to show that Mr. Billings, as fur as 
this contract was concerned, was the Secretary of 
the Navy de facto, and that the House were asked 
to legislate upon his views as to what the interests 
of the navy required, and utterly to disregard the 
cone and recommendations of the head of the 
Naval Department. 

He wished the House more distinctly to under- 
stand this question. He knew that it would never 
receive the sanction of this body, if it were under- 
stood, as gentlemen who acted with him were 
here representing the interests of the men who 
raised the hemp, against the efforts of those who 
claimed to stand between the grower and the con- 
sumer, and who reaped a lurge share of profits off 
of the farmers. That was the position which 
they occupied. He desired that this thing should 
be looked into, from its foundation. The farmers, 
whom they represented here, had never hung 
around the halls of Congress, begging their aid. 
and influence in this matter. They had never 
come to ask the peculiar attention of Congress, or 
to attempt to induce Congress to take such legis- 
lation as would promote their interesis, to the 
injury of other great interests. They scorned 
any such effort. They desired that the market 
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should be thrown open to the competition of all, 
and they were willing to take their chances. 

What, then, had produced these great difficul- 
ties? They had begun in 1840, and had been in- 
creasing since that time. They had begun as 
seon as the western States became hemp growing 
States—-as soon as hemp became one of the great 
staples of the country. They had originated in the 
influence and efforts of*persons who said to the 
Naval Committee of Congress, and to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, that it was for the interest of 
the farmers that they should be placed between 
the farmer and the Government, to reap fifty or 
one hundred per cent. profit on the sale, to the 
Government, of the hemp produced by the farmer. 
The difficulues had begun by persons visiting and 
remaining around the halls of Congress, under the 
vague pretence of teaching them what the inter- 
esta of the country and of the navy, as well as the 
encouragement and protection of this great staple 
required. Under the influence of this kind of 
electioneering, resolution after resolution had been 
passed by Congress, from time to time, and now 
this resolution was attempted to be passed, which 
struck a heavier blow upon the hemp-growing 
interests than any which had preceded it. He 
alluded to the character of those resolutions, ex- 
plaining particularly the provisions of the last res- 
olution, and the action of the Secretary of the 
Navy under it, out of which this claim of Bil- 
lings arisea. ‘he resolution had authorized the 
Secretary to contract for hemp, for the supply of 
the navy for five years, or not, «s he saw fit. He 
had advertused for bids, reserving to himself the 
right of decision, whether he would give out the 
contracts at all, or not. Under such an advertise- 
ment, several bids had been received, and among 
them that of Billings, who bid forall the hemp the 
navy might require for five years. ‘The Secretary | 
of the Navy, acting upon his responsibility as a 
public officer, had repudiated that bid upon twe 
grounds—first, because of its illegality in point of 
form; and second, in the exercise of his discretion, 
according to the terms of his proposals. He had 
full authority to do so under the terms of his ad- 
vertisement, and under the resolution of Congress. 

Mr. McLANE interposing, (and the floor being 
vielded,) said he wished to know whether the 
effect of repudiating the claim of Billings would 
be to leave the subject open, fully, absolutely, or 
whether it would allow somebody else to come in 
and claim the contract? 

Mr. BOWLIN replied that they wanted to leave 
it open entirely—to wipe out eyery resolution 
whigh had crippled them, and give the farmers the | 
benefit of an open market. 

He now invoked attention for a moment to the 
report of the Secretary of the Navy. ‘Though he 
diifered with the Secretary politically, and did not 
intend tostand here as his defender, yet he thought 
his opinions, relative to a question involving the 
interests of the department over which he had 
been called to preside, entitled to at least some re- 
spect. ‘The Secretary of the Navy in his report, 
said: 

“Under the authority vested in the department by the 
revolution, had there been no objection to the legality 
of the bids themselves, it would have decline! entering 
into contract for the sup: ly necessary for the next five 
years, as the result of such contract, if made, would have 
yeen to create an absolute monopoly, in the hands of a 
single individual or an association, of the entire supply or 
water-rotted hemp for the navy, to the exclusion of the 
farmers and growers, for whose benefit the resolution was 
obviously tntended.” 

it had been suggested to him, that the inquiry 
of the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. McLane] 
invelved a question which needed a clearer expla- 
nation. He would give it to the gentleman. What 
they wanted was simply this: since hemp had be- 
come a staple in this country, there had been con- 
stant efforts by speculators to get resolutions 
passed by Congress, forcing the department to 
contract for the supplies of hemp it needed, for 
long periods of time, changing thereby the ordinary 
course of contracts. What they wanted was to 
wipe out all these resolutions at once, to get back 
again to the former state of things, and provide 
that hemp should be purchased within a limited 
price in open market, wherever it could be obtained, 
and that it should be purchased by the agents of 
the navy, who now had nothing to do—whose 
offices had become mere sinecures. 

Mr, McLANE inquired if the gentleman un- 
derstood, if these resolutions were rejected, that 
these agents could purchase in full gempetition | 

















|| monopoly in the matter? 


with the merchants and ship-builders of the United 
| States, and that the Government would have no 


Mr. BOWLIWN. replied, no, there would be 
no monopoly on the part of the Government, but 
it would purchase in open market, in fair competi- 
tion: that was exactly what he desired. There 
was a mistaken idea floating about this Hall, that 
the opposition to this resolution was got up to bene- 
fit certain other bidders than Billings. He had no 
personal objections to Mr. Billings, but would as 
soon see him have the contract, if such contract was 
to be given out, as Todd @d Crittenden, for whose 
benefit it was said all this affair was going on in the 
Hall. Todd and Crittenden had nothing more to do 
with it than the man in the moon. If this resolu- 
tion were rejected, Todd and Crittenden would 
stand side by side with the farmers of Missougi, 
and those farmers could sell no more hemp than 
this firm, or other individuals, unless they fur- 
nished a better article, or at cheaper rates. It 
was a great mistake that this movement was in- 
tended to allow the Secretary of the Navy to bene- 
fit his favorites—their measures did not look to 
thatend. A free trade and an open market, in 
the most enlarged sense of the term, was pre- 
cisely the ground on which “they stood. They 
wanted to take their chance on equal terms with 
cotton and tobacco, uncrippled with any of these 
monopolizing contracts. 

He would now read a sentence from the speech 
of the honorable gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
STANTON] yesterday, and he would remark that 
he subscribed to the sentiment—to every word 
and letter—but not to the conclusion which the 
| gentleman drew from it: 


* ‘The only considerations which should govern the action 
of the House, in its decision upon this question, ought to be, 
in the first phice, to procure American hemp, if it could be 
procured; in the -econd place, to secure the interest of the 
Goverament by every regulation which was calculated to 
secure it.”? 


To that he said amen. But he put it to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, in all candor and frank- 
ness, whether, if Mr. Billings had been at home 
attending to his business, as the farmers of the 
West were, it would ever have entered into the 
conceptions of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
to have given him a monopoly over the farmers’ 
heads for five years. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, in reply to the 
question which the gentleman from Missouri had 
pat directly to him, ‘* whether the committee, in 
‘ the event that Mr. Billings had remained at home, 
‘would have thought of giving him the monopoly 
‘in this matter,’? would simply state, that if Mr. 
Billings had not been a bidder, under the condi- 
tions prescribed by the Navy Department—if he 
-had not been the lowest bidder—if he had not (in 
their judgment) been fairly, justly, honorably, en- 
titled to the contract—the committee never would 
have thought of proposing this provision for his 
benefit. 

And again: the Naval Committee would not 
| have done it even under these circumstances, if 
| they had not believed that the interests of the Gov- 
/ ernment would be secured, from the fact which 
| was clearly, distinctly placed before the com- 
mittee, that the process used by Mr. Billings, in 
the preparation of the hemp, made an article su- 
perior to any foreign or American hemp that had 
ever before been furnished to this Government, as 
| had been abundantly proved by tests, 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, desired to ask 
the gentleman from Tennessee, a simple question, 
viz: whether there was any proof, official or oth- 
erwise, independent of the declaration of Mr. 
Billings, that his hemp was superior, or that he 
was capable of making a superior quality of 
water-rouled hemp, to that which the farmers of 
Kentucky, and of other States, could produce? 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said he would 
state in reply, that this was a mere technicality. 
It was true that Mr. Billings’s name was not men- 
tioned in the report, but it was clearly known to 
the committee—independently of the testimony of 
Billings—that the hemp which had stood the high- 
est test was that prepared by his process. 

Mr. STANTON, of Keniucky. How do you 
know that? 
| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I know it 

from other gentlemen besides Mr. Billings, and it 
| was a question about which there was no.doubt 
| with the committee—about which they were per- 
fectly satisfied. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, sai ie 
hemp which had stood the akon nage . 
Louis was prepared by a company called the 
American Hemp Company, and not by Mr. B , 
lings. “— 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, had oy) 
say in regard to the doubt that had been alteanint 
to be thrown upon the question of the test of th 
hemp prepared by Mr. Billings, it was altogeth : 
the result of the moment, and it was a mere a. 
nicality, and without a particle of justice, The 
thing had never been doubted before; it could i. 
established by the affidavits of one hundred Hy 
nesses, if necessary. : 

Mr. BOWLIN resumed, and recurring to the 
extract he had read from Mr. Srantoy, of Ten- 
nessee, repeated that it embodied precisely the 
doctrine for which he (Mr. B.) had been contend. 
ing since he had first raised his voice on this ques. 
tion; but he disagreed entirely with the gentleman 
in the conclusion to which he had come. He re. 
peated the question which the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee had partially answered, and he addressed 
it to every member of the House, whether he be. 


Jieved that if Mr. Billings had not been here about 


the halls of Congress from year to year, attend. 
ing upon the members, it would ever have entered 
into the head of any one to give a monopoly of 
this contract into his [Mr. Billings’s] hands? The 


| gentleman from Tennessee had said that the in. 


terests of the Government should be first con. 
sulted, and next to that the interests of the hemp- 
grower should be protected and encouraged; and 
yet he proposed to give Mr. Billings a monopoly 
for five years, and oblige the farmers to sell to him 
their products at whatever price he saw fit to pay. 

It was said that Mr. Billings made the best 
hemp. Why, he would eternally make the best 
hemp if they gave him the furnishing of all the sup. 
plies, and left the farmers altogether unaided, un- 
protected by their system of legislation. But if 
they opened the door, and gave the farmers an 
equal chance in the market, he (Mr. B.) under. 
took to say they would produce hemp of an equal 
quality. 

Now, in connection with the proposition to 
compel the Secretary of the Navy to take a con- 
tract of Billings for three hundred tons, was the 
proposition to raise the test from four thousand 
two hundred to four thousund four hundred. The 
gentleman from Tennessee had said that he had 
seen the Secretary of the Navy upon this point, 
and that the Secretary approved the proposition. 
So had he (Mr. B.) seen the Secretary of the Navy, 
and had asked him if such a test was required, 
The Secretary had told him no; that the present 
test was abundantly sufficient for all the purposes 
of the navy; and that he did not require or demand 
any such increase of test. 

But why was this increase of test proposed? 


Our farmers were about to be plundered—he used ' 


strong terms—they were about to be delivered 
over, bound hand and foot, to the tender mercies 
of the speculators. Why was this increase of test 
proposed? It was known to Billings, and to the 
House, and the country, that the farmers of the 
West could bring up their hemp to the test re- 
quired by the navy, and by the other Governments 


| of the civilized world. This Billings, having all 


his implements already prepared, could perhaps 
make a little*better article for the first year, and t 
was his effort to secure a monopoly, and drive out 
all competition for five years, hoping thereby to 
secure a monopoly forever. Whence came this 
idea of an increased test? From the Secretary 0! 
the Navy? No; he utterly repudiated it. lt 
came from the Secretary of the Navy de faclo— 
from Billings, the gentleman who set up hiis opi! 
ion to be legislated upon by Congress, for the ben- 
efit of the American navy. 

Mr. McLANE again interposing, (and Mr. B. 
yielding,) said he felt as much interest in the sub- 
ject as the gentleman from Missouri could feel. 
He had not, however, the same confidence 1 
his own information and judgment as he had in 
the information and judgment of that gentlemao. 
He desired, therefore, a more explicit answer ( 
the inquiry he had before put to the gentleman. 
He understood very well that the resolution re 
ported by the Naval Committee had for its objet 
to confirm, to a certain extent, the contract © 
Billings. He himself entertained an insuperable 
objection to this House attempting to put itself 1" 
the attitude of contractor for the navy; he could, 





ee ee ee ee a ee a —, 


~~ — 


ee — — _- —-— + | 





nt, 


nd 
o(|? 


sed * 


red 


est 
the 
the 


nts 
all 
ApS 
dit 
out 
r t0 
his 





—_— 
———— 


therefore, under no consideration, amppen the reso- 
igtion. But the general interests of the country, || 
the ship-building and shipping interests, enter- 
tained even & stronger interest in the resolution 
than the hemp interest, reported by the gentleman 
fom Missouri and other gentlemen. Now, he 
wanted to understand from the gentleman from 
Missouri whether his opposition to the resolution 
wasa simple opposition to Billings, and whether 
the contest was simply a contest between Bil- 
jings and some other contractor? or whether his 
yrpose Was to prevent this system of contracts 
for the supply of the navy fora series of years, 
and to put the navy, where the commercial men 








| this contract, it was proper that the matter should 
be left in his hands. 


_ was reported, sternly commanding him to enter 
| adopting this resolution was advocated on the 
| tty of any former action of Congress to this case. 
_anumber of years to come, and the contractor 


| his wishes. 


of the country were—to oblige the Secretary of | 


the Navy to buy hemp in open market as the ship- 
hyilders did? He wanted to know precisely the 
object to which the gentleman was directing his 
attention, and the attention of the House. 

Mr. BOWLIN replied that he was in favor of 
the open market system certainly—that was what 
he could accomplish if he would; but, secondly, 
if the House determined to maintain the contract 
system, he did not want them to manufacture it 
into a four year’s monopoly. He was in favor of 
the open market system certainly, and he con- 
curred in opinion with the Secretary of the Navy, 
thatunder that system sufficient quantities of hemp 
could be procured for the use of the navy from 
the farmers of the West, of a quality superior to 
that of foreign hemp. He would read another 
extract from the report of the Secretary on this 

oint: 

«The opinion is entertained, that if the Government will 
make known #ts willingness and determination to purchase 
American water-rotied hemp atone, if it can be procured 
ata price not exceeding the average price paid for the last 
five years for foreign hemp, quantities adequate to the wants 
of the navy, and @f a quality superior to the foreign hemp, 
would be prepared and offered by the farmers of the West, 


atsuch points as would suit the convenience of the Gov- 
ernment.?? 


He concurred fully in the views of the Secretary 
of the Navy here expressed. But if the House 
were determined to continue the contract system, 
let them maintain it as they did for other supplies— 
let contracts be made for the amount required at 
the time, and let them not give a running contract 
fora series of years, which would have the effect 
to hold in vassalage the producers during that 
series of years, and forever shut them out of the 
market. He thought the gentleman from Mary- 
land would understand him now. The Govern- 
ment}{now had hemp agencies at St. Louis and 
Louisville, and the agents had nothing in the world 
to do but to receive the hemp from Billings, who 
stood between the producer and the agent of the 
Government. 

Some further conversation occurred between 
Mr. McLANE and Mr. BOWLIN, in which 

Mr McLANE, seemingly not entirely satisfied 
with Mr. B.’s explanation, proceeded to say, that 
if the gentleman from Missouri meant by free 
trade and an open market a_priywlege on the 
part of the Secretary of the Navy to take his 
agents, without making known to the country, 
what where the wants of the Navy, and goand buy 
of his favorite traders what he wanted, he (Mr. 
McL.) repudiated such free trade. But if the 
gentleman’s plan was, that the Secretary of the 
Navy, when a certain quantity of hemp was 
wanted for the navy, should advertise for that 
quantity, and invite bids for that quantity, he con- 
curred with that gentleman. This was free trade 
and an open market. Any other system would 
inevitably lead to corruption. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (in his seat,) 
eid that was just what the Secretary of the Navy 
had done. But he would not take the bids now 
that he had got them. 

Mr. McLANE replied that he would leave 
these contracts with the Secretary of the Navy. 
The Secretary ought to have the authority to 
reject these bids, and the House should not un- 
dertake to come in between the bidders and the 
Secretary. It would require a very strong ca&se— 
the facta should be clear to justify the House in 
IMerposing - 

Mr. BOWLIN went on to condemn this mode 
of coercing the Secretary of the Navy into com- 
pliance with a contract, which he regarded as in- 
consistent with the interests of the country, by 
means of resolutions. He inquired who it was 
that came here and asked for the resolution now 
asked to be reconsidered? The growers of the 
hemp did not ask it. He insisted that as the Sec- 


| ject. He desired to ask the gentleman from Mis- 


| tract according to his discretion. These were the 


| sons were fully stated in the report of the Secre- 


| so ready to throw contempt on their own Secre- 
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retary of the Navy had power to make or reject 


he Secretary had, in this 
case, repudiated the contract; and now a resolution 


into this contract with Billings. The propriety of 
ground of precedent; but he denied the applicabil- 

ere a proposition is made to give a contract for 
comes here to compel the Secretary to accede to 

Mr. HOUSTON (Mr. Bow iy yielding the floor 
for the purpose) desired to ask a question. He 
had been absent from his seat, and had not had 
an opportunity to hear the discussions on the sub- 
souri what reasons had been urged by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy for his refusal to.comply with 
this contract with Billings? 

Mr. BOWLIN (resuming) replied, that the rea- 


tary. They were, in the first place, that the man- 


ner of putting in for the contract, on the part of || 
, the contractor, was illegal; and in the second place, 
that he was invested with authority, under the 


resolution of Congress, to accept or reject the con- 


two reasons assigned by him in his report. 
Mr. B. went on to state that the farmers of the 


hemp-growing region understood their own inter- 


ests, and would not be found disposed to give the 
monopoly of their great staple to any single indi- 
vidual. ‘They well know that if their hemp was 
to be bought up for the use of Government, by 
this self-constituted agent, the amount made by 
his speculation would be so much deducted from 
their proper profits. 

He did not intend to set himself up to defend 
the Secretary of the Navy. He approved of his 
notions of free trade in reference to this staple; 
but he expressed his astonishment that the Whig 
portion of the naval! committee should have been 


tary of the Navy. He could never be guilty of 
such an act; and he was astonished to hear the 
gentleman from Ohio, and the gentleman from 
New York, standing forth as peculiarly assiduous 
in advocating the passage of this resolution, which 
overrides, and controls, and coerces the Secretary 
of the Navy. . He was surprised to see that the 
Secretary had so few defenders on this floor. 
This appeared to him to be very strange. He 
asked what particular interest there could be which 
was at stake—what interest had the North whicii 


| led the gentleman from the city of New York to 
j treat the decision of the Secretary of the Navy 
with contempt? The history of the Government | 


would not produce a similar instance of a con- 
tractor who, because his contract was not re- 
ceived, had come to this House to caat reproach 
on the conduct of the officer who had refused to 
contract with him, as was done by the resolution 
now before the House. 

Mr. STANTON made some explanation. 

Mr. BOW LIN then adverted to the odious prac- 


| tice which had sprung up of persons who were 


seeking for contracts, lounging about the halls of 
Congress to further their own speculative objects. 
He wanted to see something like an end of this prac- 
tice. The hemp-growers wanted to see a time when 
they could come with their production into market, 
to meet only an openand a fair competition. The 
effect of this resolution would be to drive the pro- 
ducer out of market, and to perpetuate a system 
by which speculative individuals can obtain a mo- 
nopoly, which they may use to the injury of those 
of our fellow citizens who are too much engaged 
in ploning and cultivating this staple, to find time 
to attend here for the purpose of hunting up con- 
tracts, This hanging about Congress, and hunting 
members from room to room, in search of contraets, 
had become as much a profession as that of the law 
or of medicine. We may look on, and regret that 
this should be the case, and it is not in our power 
to vent it. 

e regarded the duty of making these contracts 
as id pa prided assigned to the department at the other 
end of theavenue. We ought to have sufficient 
confidence in their fidelity and discretion to induce 
us to discourage attempts to obtain the interfer- 
ence of Congress whenever a contractor is disap- 
pointed. He trusted the time of Congress could 









635 








be more profitably employed than in deciding the 
uestion whether this or that man sheuld supply 
wood required for our fuel; and so in refer- 
ence to any other contract. He hoped the House 
would not be induced toganetion any effort which 
might be made to take the business of making our 
| contracts out of the hands of those officers of the 
Government to whom it had been confided. 

The SPEAKER now announced the expiration 
of the allotted hour, and gave the floor to 

Mr. SACKETT, who called for the reading of 
the resolution. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose to inquire 
| whether the morning hour had not expired ? 

The SPEAKER said it had expired. 
A brief conversation followed on a point of or- 
| der between Mr. Jounson and the Speakea. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved that the House resolve 
inself into Committee of the Whole on the siate 
of the Union. 
| Mr. SACKETT claimed the floor, and said 

that he did not yield it tothe gentleman from Ar- 
kansas [Mr. Jounson] to make that motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired of 
the Speaker whether the time, during which the 
debate had been going on to-day, was the morning 
hour? 

The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Has the morning hour 
| expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has expired. 

| Mr. THOMPSON. Then I submit to the 
| Chair that, as the morning hour has expired, it is 
| the right of any member to cail for the regular 
| order of business, which is, the consideration of 
| business on the Speaker’s table, whether any gen- 
| tleman has the floor or, not. 

| The SPEAKER said, he would dispose of the 
| question of order. He was understood (though 
| turning toward Mr. T, he was doubtfully heard 
| on the left of the Chair) to refer to a decision 
| which he had made on the same point some time 
| since. At the expiration of the morning hour, (the 
SPEAKER said) it was in order for any member, 
whether the floor was held by another member or 
| not, to claim it for the purpose of moving that the 
| House proceed to the business upon the Speaker's 
table, and to the orders of the day. But a gentle- 
man could not take the floor from another member 
for any other purpose; and in the opinion of the 
Chair, even that could not be done if the member 
held the floor at the time upon a privileged ques- 
tion; and a motion to reconsider, being a motion 
of that character, was in order during the morn- 
ing hour as wellas any other portion of the day. 
| Mr. THOMPSON, of Missiasippi. I desire to 
| put one question to the Chair. If I now eall for 
| the regular order of business, will not the subject 
| 





| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| now under debate pass over, and will not the 
| House proceed to the consideration of business on 
| the Speaker’s table? 

| The SPEAKER said, that motion would be in 
| order, if any other than a privileged question were 
| pending; but being a privileged question, the mo- 
tion could not be entertained so long as another 
gentleman was on the floor. 

| Mr. SACKETT then called for the reading of 
the resolution; which was read. 

Mr. S. then proceeded to say, that it was well, 
| in examining a proposition of this kind, to inquire 
how it came here?) Who were the men who had 
been the moving, operating causes of the iniro- 
| duction of the resoluuon? Did not the Secretary 
of the Navy require it?) Had he asked that such 
a proposition should be adopied? It had been 
said, that Mr. Billings had nothing in particular 
to do with the matter—that it was for the benefit 
of the navy. How so? Had the navy required 
“it? ~He understood it to be in direct opposition to 
the decision of the Navy Department, and to 
what that department regarded as the best inter- 
ests of the navy. It amounted simply to this, 
that a contractor, or a man who had made a prop- 
osition for a contract, under a resolution or law 
premeeny existing, and whose proposition had 

een rejected, came here, and asked this House to 
override the decision of the department having 
legitimate charge of the matter, and to force it to 
take a contract substantially the same as that 
which the department had rejected. Now, the 
Committee on Naval Aifairs had reported in favor 
of giving this individual the contract, not for the 
| whole amount of hemp required by the navy, but 
for a portion of it. That was extraordinary. Dil 
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tlemen know that an individual, having a By Mr. PEASLEL: The petition of Abraham Bodwell || and electors of the same place, for the 
ae ad major portion of the article, pan Ar and &6 other citizens of Sanborutun, New Haimpshire, for || protection of freedom in the territories of | 


° . ° rates of postage not exceeding one cent on newspapers, and Also, the petition of Nathani ; 
control the whole business, precisely as if he had || two cents on prepaid letters. F zens and onan of a ate tee, 
the whole amount of the contract—that it would || By Mr. ALUERTSON: The petition of Wm. Reavis, jr., ; 












stablishinent 
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to 
r fugitives the right of trial by jury. SCCUFE 10 alleged 
place a monopolizing power in the hands of thp | and 7 other ctieus of Ginn county, Inaana rang he | “Alo he peiton fH, BE. Parmelee and 78 ote, 
i a 4 a Pec or i . . : . 
contractor, as much as if he had contracted for the | soldiers of the Indian wars and of the late war with Great || the admission of more slave Renton tte wae on, Against 
whole supply ? | Britain, and to the widows aud chiidren of such officers, Also, the petition of N. G. Bliss and 67 aie iti 
ij What were the facts of the case? There | and ecltions who have since tat. giao sea ee ae and electere. of che ‘chine place, for the repeal of ae 
: was a large agricultural interest involved in this | AO, FOP POURRA GE NESS HTENS SP other citi- |, enacted or adopted by Congress for the support of siayes@ 
: , . bs : y, Indians the same subject. str : aver 
question. Had that interest called for the passage || ““,, ot ren veers Cees 0 ae Se meee | the District of Columbia. yin 


of the resoluuon? The simple answer to this 
question was, that this great agricultural interest 
was opposed to the adoption of the resolution. 
That interest was capable of supplying the wants 
of the navy, and if this resolution passed, that 


| 

By Mr. KERR: ‘The memorial) of Anna Tongue, oe Also, the petition of Daniel Frank and 79 others. ois; 
| commutation pay for the revolutionary services of Colon and electors of the same place, for the establish,’ Citizeng 
| John Stewart, of the Maryland continental line. | protection of freedom in the territories of the Unites and 
| By Mr. BISSELL: The petition of James N. Banks and Also, the petition of J. W. Seymour and 72 oy “tales, 
others, residing in Chicago, INinois, praying that slavery || zens and electors of the same p ace, to secure ie Citi. 
and the slave-trade may be prohibited in the territories of || fugitives the right of trial by jury. > alleged 


the United States. sac. || _ Also, the petition of Jacob Bateman and 132 others. ois; 
interest would be ander the control of this con- || Also, the petition of T. B. Hurlburt and others, of Chica- |) zens and electors of Ohio, for the prohibition of slavery 4.4 
£0, praying the same objects. || the slave-trade inthe District of Columbia. yand 


¢ . ‘ 

tractor. ‘The navy required six hundred tons, and Also, the petition of J. B. Randle and others, residents of | Also, the petition of Carlos Smith, BE. Curtis, N 

the contractor, to whom three hundred tons were || Upper Aiton, Lilinois, praying the adoption of measures to || Bailey, and 5. Penniman Leeds, ministers of ‘th 

awarded, would monopolize the business precisel settle differences between nations without resort to war. rian and Congregational churches, in Summite ar 
if } h d th P for th hol Also, the petition of C. L, Starbuck and others, for the || against the enactment of any law requi u Ounty, Ohio, 

as if he had the contract for the whole, rer : ee ae ee oe a os gains nac | quiring them, as eltizn 
What interest was there, then, promoting the removal of the land-office at Kaskaskia, Illinois, to Pink- || of Ohio, to aid in the restoration of fugitive slaves, Uizens 


g : : : neyville. . a By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of James : 
passage of this resolution? The agricultural inter- By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of 112 citizens of || 72 oan, legal voters of Sandwich: egenaee and 
est was opposed to it, and the other great interest || Lockport, New York, for the establishment and protection || the admission of more slave States into the Union, oe 
which was to be cared for—that was to. say, the 


of freedom in the territories of the United States. Also, the petition of Giles Pean and 72 others, legal site 
al vote 
navy—was also opposed to it. Whence, then, did 


Also, the petition of ciuzens of Lockport, New York, for || of Sandwich, Massachusetts, praying that provie 
: , the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the |) made by law, that a fugitive slave shall not be Selieaten be 
the resolution came? Why was it here? The || support of slavery in th District of Coluinbia. 4 except: n the finding of a jury that he is the s} re 
Representatives of both the interests to be affected Also, the petition of ciuzens of Lockport, New York, || claimant. 

t ‘th luti tood h d to its adop- against the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

bY tne FESOIUTION sO ere opposed to se adop Also, the petition of ciuzens of Lockport, New York, to 

tion, and yet its passage was pressed upon the 
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ave of the 


Also, the petition of B. B. Hammond and 70 others, legal 
secure Ww alieged fugitives the right ot trial by jury. 


voters of Sandwich, Massachusetts, praying that slavery 

. ae , || and the slave-trade may be expressly prohibited by act of 
House as if some great interest was really to be By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petiton of E. 
ee by it. He could not understand this. Hoover, aud 88 others, citizens of Westmoreland county, 


Congress in all the territories of the United States, 
Also, the petition of Giles Pean and 46 others, |e 
ld h . f th ea Pennsylvania, setting torth that they feel a deep interest im ’ » legal voters 
le could not see the propriety of the proposition. || the continuance of the manufactures of the country, and 








coe, Massachusetts, for the repeal Of all laws for 
: ] ' é > support of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
The hemp-growing interest, and the navy, and particularly ot that of on—that they conceive that the By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of Carlo Reed and 4] 
every one having any interest in the matter, ex- || present tariff law has adirect tendency to, eee deprive others, citizens af Walton, in the State of Michigan, praying 
cept those who were in favor of giving Mr. Billngs || sae fle Pca mae. ot aa eS ane a and protection of freedom in the ter. 
: a sreot, 5 
this contract, were opposed to the resolution. | to specific duties. j _ || Also, the petition of W. E. Dale and 41 others, citizens of 
Yer Mr. Billings attempted to force it upon the By Mr. bO'T Y: The petition of M. Kelsey, L. B. Brain- || the same place, praying for the repeal of all laws enacted or 
House, that he might secure a monopoly to him- || 4", E. Hicks, and ee et of pe payne re ap- || adopted by Congress tor the support of Slavery in the Dis. 
ma: : i for a road from Fort Howard to Fort Wilkins. trict of Columbia. 
self. ‘This was the settled project, and he (Mr. 8.) || Phipriation tor a roe. ; ; ; Ne 
- ee Also, the petition of Johnson Wetherby and others, tora Also, the petition of L. O. Smith and 41 = aie 
hoped the House would reject it. i aa ie others, citizens 





4 mail-route from Kingston, by Buffalu lake and Fort Hope, |) of the same place, praying to secure to alleged fugitive 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, obtained the floor, || to Fort Winnebago. . || right of trial by jury. sed Cugitives the 
but yielded to Also, the petition of O. J. Watrous and others, for a mail- 


Also, the petition of B. F. Welch and 41 others, citizens 


of the same place, praying against the admission of any 


. ‘ . Macha ee more slave States into the Union. 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole || By Mr. BOWIE: ‘the petition of James J. Chew, Ben- Also, the petition of J. H. Hale and 152 others, citizens of 


on the state of the Union. jamin Duvall, William LH. ‘Puck, and 30 others, citizens of || Brandon, in the State of Vermont, praying for the establish. 
The question was taken, and by ayes 70, noes Prince George county, Maryland, praying the reducuon of || ment and protection of freedom in the territories. 


: : : postage on prepaid le ters, and that postage on newspapers Also, the petition of David Collins and 143 others, citi 
63, was decided in the affirmative. in the counties in which they are published, he abolished, of the same place, praying against the admission of ag en 
CALIFORNIA. | By Mr. ANDREWS: The remonstrance of O. Bascom || slave States into the Union, 


‘ 5 ‘ ; and 100 otiers, ciuzens of Whitehall, New York, agaiust | Also, the petition of J. C. Walton 149 others, citize 
So the House again resolved itself into Com- || the extension of the Woodworth patent planing machine. of the came place, praying for the an of all laws aaa 


miitee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || Also, the tame ps “ ptf omy Snes ant engaged | * adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the 
( es e onsi ti aliforni n commerce On Lake U amplain, relalive to the improve- | istrict of Columbia. 

and resum d the ¢ deration of the C & || ment of the harbor of Whitehall. a || Also, the petition of Amasa Collins and 151 others, citi- 

question. 3 By Mr. HARRIS, of [inois: The petition of Asa D. || zens of the same place, praying to secure to alleged fugi- 
Mr. GREEN was entitled to the floor, and ad- Wright and other officers ot the Tilinois volunteers, praying || tives the right of trial by jury. 

dressed the committee during his hour, on the alae lands to ae of pao fh sous the petition of William Scott and 39 others, citizens 
: : ’ . > : so, the petition ol Lewis + Koss and others, otnicers || o Chippewa, in the State of Pennsylvania praying for the 

alave question. (Mr. G.’s speech will be found in of the Illinois volunteers, for the sane purpose, __ || establishment and protection of freedom in the territories. 

the A ppendix.] Also, the petition of John F. Albright and 87 others, citi- Also, the petition of Leonard Dickens and 65 others, citi- 

Mr. G. having concluded— ° | zens of Tazewell county, lilinois, ior a post-rodte troin Pe- || zens of Delevan, in the State of Wisconsin, praying for 

Mr. SPAULDING followed in a speech in favor || Kin, via Dillon, Armington, aud Mount Hope, to Wayns- 


: the establishment of “ stipnlated arbitration,”’ or congress 
: ‘ ary - . ville. oe | of nations, for the settlement of international affairs. 

of the admission of California into the Union, and *Also, the petition of G. W. Elliott and 54 others, citizens || By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of citizens of 
in vindication of the policy of General Taylor’s || of Tazewell county, [linois, for cheap postage. 


a : 5 : ; a Louisville, St. Lawrence county, New York, for cheap 
administration. [See Appendix for his apeech.] Also, the petiuon of John Barnard and 105 others, citizens |) postage. 
Mr. S. havin concluded, of Henry, Marshall county, Lilinois, for cheap postage. Also, the pefttion of citizens of Canton and Lisbon, St. 
‘The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to | By Mr. GOTT: The petition of Frederick A. Ferris and 


Lawrence county, we York, for the repeal of all laws 
‘ 5 others ; of Charles Barnes and others ; of Gad M. Lawrence || enacted for the support of slavery in the District of Coium- 
Mr. WALLACE, who yielded to a motion that |) and others ; and of David Brace and others, ciuzens ot Ou- 

the committee rise. 


bia. 
ondaga county, New York, tor the repeal of alllaws enacted 
The motion having been agreed to, 


\| 
| 
1} 
Also, the petition of the same, against any more slave 
or adopted by Congress for the support of slavery in the || States. 
The committee rose, and the House adjourned. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1] 


‘ x route trom Plymouth, by Eik Heart, New Holstein, and 
Mr. RICHARDSON, who moved that the |) Gaui Py . 











District of Columbia. Also, the petition of the same, to secure to fugitives the 
Alsou, the petiuon of F, A. Ferris and others; of Gad M. || right of trial by jury. 

Lawrence aud others; 0 Charles Barnes and others; and Also, the petition of the same, to prohibit by express 
| ot C. M. Lyuch and others, citizens of Ouondaga county, || enactinent of Congress the existence of slavery in the terti- 
| New York, agaist the adinission of more slave States into || tories. 
| the Union. Also, the petition of citizens of Mount Morris, New 
| Also, the petition of Gad M. Lawrence and others, and || York, against the admissivn of any State into the Union 
| of Walter Wright and others, citizens of Onondaga county, || whose constitution does not prohibit slavery. 
| New York, tor the right of trial by jury to alleged fugitives || Also, the petition of the same, to probibit.slavery and the 
| from service. || slave-trade in the territories, 

Also, the petition of Joel B. Noyes and others; of Ster- | Also, four several petitions of citizens of Benton, Yates 

|| 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. McDONALD: The petition of Benjamin F. Cole 
and 128 voters of Boone county, Indiana, praying Congress 4 
to prohibit slavery and the siave-trade in all the territories || ling Call and others; and of H. C. Whitney and others, || county, New York, for the same objects. S 
of the United States, ciuzens of Onondaga County, New York, for the establish- || Also, four several petitions of citizens of Woodhull, 5tet- 

Also, the petition of Benjamin F. Cole and 128 other || meut and protection of freedom in the territories of the | ben county, New York, for the same objects. 
vowwrs of Boone county, indiana, for the abolition of || United States. || _ Also, four several petitions of citizens of Schaghticgye, 
atavery and the slave-trade in the District of Columbia, or Also, the petition of Abraham C. Downer and uthers, of i| Rensselaer county, New York, for the same objects. 
the removalof the seat of Government. New York, for the renewal of a patent. | Also, four several petitions of citizens of Lawrence, St 

Also, the petition of Benjamin F. Cole, and 128 citizens Also, the petition of C, B. Kerney and others, citizens of \| Lawrence couuty, New York, for the same objects. 
of Boone county, Indiana, against the admission of any || Syracuse, New York, for cheap postage. Also, four several petitions of citizens of Albany, Albany 
more stave Stites into the Union. Also, the petition of H. and C. A. Wheaton and others, || county, New York, tor the same objects. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin F. Cole and 1296 other |} citizens of Syracuse, New York, for a specific duty on iron. Also, the petition of citizens of Leyden, Lewis county, 
voters of Boone county, Indiana, asking the right of trial Also, the petition of Artemas Fisk and otbers, citizens New York, tor cheap postage. 
by jury in the case of fugitive slaves. of New York, for a repeal or modification of the act renew- Also, the petition ot 113 citizens of St. Lawrence county, 

by Mr. WILMOT: The petition of 168 legal voters, re- || ing the Woodworth patent. New York, asking that the rates of duty on iron be made 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of A. H. Stevens and | specific. 


Bradiord county, Pennsylvania, for the repeal of all laws 
enacted or adopted by Congress fi r the support of slavery 
in whe District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, praying for the 
establishment and protection of freedom in the territories 
of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same citizens, against thejad- 
mission of any more slave States into the Union. 

Al-o, the petition of the same citizens, to secure to al- 
deged fugitives from labor the right of trial by jury. 


siding mostly in the townships of Asylam and Wilmot, in : 
66 others, citizens and electors of Camden, Preble county, By Mr. WENTWORTH The remonstrance of —_ 
Obio, for the repeal of ali laws sanctioning slavery or the || Of Du Page county, lilinois, against the adoption of Mr 
slave-trade in the city of Washington, or the District of Co- Clay’s compromise resolutions, against the ee be 
lumbia, or in the event of their non-repeal, that the seat of || aby new territories unless slavery is prohibited therein, 
Government may be removed to some more suitable loca- By a oe ane pep —— eeaiee ta H. 
tion, Coggestiall an er citizens ortsmouth an 4 
Also, the petition of Solomon Dopp and 67 others, citizens || town, Rhode I-land, praying for a reduction of postage. 
and electors of the same place, against the admission of By Mr. HENRY: The memorial of David Hall, Georg? 
more slave States into ihe Union. B. Armington, aud 106 other citizens of Pittsford, Rutlan 
Also, the peution of A. W. Yoast and 70 others, citizens || county, Tartan, protesting against the existing laws for 
7. 
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disposition of the public domain, and asking that the | 
‘pic nds be given in limite» quantities only to the poor | 
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By Me MEACHAM: The petitions of William A. Bates | 


n-of Salsbury, and of Lyiwaa Pendle and 55 | 

gens ot Way bridge, Vermont, ta repeal all laws for the 
= eof slavery in the District of Columbia; to secure to 
-~ d fugitives the right of trial by jury ; agaist admission 
a ao slave Sta és into the Union ; to establish protection 
and freedom in the territories. — 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Henry Buchanan and 
others, citizens of Highland and Ross counties, Ohio, pray- 
ing for cheap postage. , . is 

By Mr. BOW LIN: The memorial of a committee of citi- 
gens of Are dia, Missourf; asking a grant of public land for 
the benefit of the Arcadian High School in that State. 


ani Go c1tte 


By Mr. SEDDON: The petition ot Francis B. Crump, of | 
Virginia, for the ajlowance of a claim based on the services || Hon. Joun C. Cannoun to his native State: Mr. | 


;, @nother. 


| 


of bis ancestor, Benjamin Crump, deceased, in the war of || 


the Revolution. 


By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of E. L. Edwards and 77 


other citizens of Cole county, Missouri, praying for a redue- | 
tion of postage to two Cents per half ounce on prepaid | 


jetters. 


} 


gy Mr. HUNTER: The petition of John T. Cramiett and | 


0 oilers, citizeas of Harrison county, Ohio, praying for 
the passage of a law to permit newspapers to be carried by 


the mails free of postage, to the distance of thirty miles from | 


the place of publication, and to prohibit the carrying o 
newspapers outside of the mails 

Also, the peition of Isaac Holloway and 69 others, citi- 
gens of Belmont county, Ohio, for the trial by jury of per- 
suis Claimed as fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of Jesse Bailey and 69 others, citizens 
of Belmont county, Obio, for the repeal of all laws tor the 
support Of slavery in the District of Columbia. ' 

Also, the petition of Otbo Sheets and 68 others, citizens of 
Belmont county, Ohio, against the admission of more slave 
states into the Union. 

Also, the petition of George W. Brock and 72 others, citi- 
gos of Belmont county, Ohio, for the establisiiment and 

otection of freedom in the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: ‘The petition of 105 citizens of Far- 
mington, Michigan, praying that trial by jury may be awarded 
o persous claimed as fugiuve slaves, 

Also, the petition of 98 citizens of the same township, 
praying that slavery and the slave-trade may be expressly 
prohibited in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 97 citizens of the same township, 
remonstraling against the adinission of any new State into 
the Union, uuless slavery is expressly prohibited therein. 

Also, the petition of 96 citizens of the same township, 
praying the repeal of all laws sanctioning slavery in the Dis- 
iit of Columbia, or the removal of the capital. 

By Mr. BUEL: The petition of Charles 8. Adams and 
others, praying tor a reduction of Jetter postage to two cents 
per hali ounce. 

Also, the petition of Elisha Jones for compensation for his 
boat, captured in the war of 1812, while in the Government 
service. 

Also, the petition of Horace Hallock and others, praying 
fora reduction of “ postage to two cents per half ounce. 

Also, the petition of Charles Howard and others, for the 
abolition of slavery and the siave-trade in the District of 
Columbia. 

Also, the petition of Charles Howard and others, for the 
probibition of slavery and the slave-trade in the terri- 
tories. 

Also, the petition of Charles Howard and others praying 
for the admission of no more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of Charles Howard and others, praying 
the passage of a law giving the right of triai by jury to tugi- 
tives from labor, 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Tabylor F. Randolph 
and 220 others, citizens of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to expressly prohibit slavery and the slave- 
\rade in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of T. A. Mann and 43 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, upon the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Daniel Smith aud 44 otbers, citizens 
of Venango county, Pepnsylvania, upon the same subjec:. 

Also, the petition of John Nicholas and 220 others, citi- 
zens of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
10 pass alaw providing that whenever a person shall be ar- 
rested as a fugitive slave, in any State other than that in 
Which he is alleged to be held to servi e, he shall not be 
dehvered to the claimant, or his agent, except on the finding 
of a jury that he is the slave of the claimant. 

Also, the petition of Solomon Davis and 45 others, citi- 
re ” Venango county, Pennsylvania, upon the same 

ect. 

Also, the petition of Gardner Bond and 45 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, upon the same subject. 

Also, the petition of G. 8. Dorner and 47 otliers, citizens 
of Venango county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to ad- 
mit no State hereafter into the Union, unless the constita- 
tion of such State shall expressly prohibit the existence of 
slavery within its limite. 

_ Also, the petition of D. H. A. McLean and 47 others, cit- 
pg of Mercer county, Pennsyivania, upon the same sub- 

Also, the petition of David John and 45 others, citizens of 

ereer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to repeal 
all laws by which slavery or the slave-trade is authorized or 
*anetioned in the city of Washington, or the District of 
Columbia, and that, in the event of their non-repeat, the 
seat of the National Government may be removed to some 
more su table Ineation. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Smith and 42 others, citizens of 

euango county, Pennsylvania, upon the same subject. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of J. B. Baily and 
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Many citizens of Allegan county and other parts of western | 


ka ets for improvement of the harbor at the mouth of 
uagoo river. 


_ Also, the petition of 28 ciitzens of Calhoun county, Mich- 
, for cheap postage. ’ 
» the petition of 27 citizens of Calhoun county, Mich- 
» that no State be adimitted into the Union, unless the 
ef said State shall prohibit slavery therein. 
o 


l 


| to bring to the notice of the Senate a memorial of 


| close of the war, and he remained in the peace 


/in the Black Hawk war, and in the Creek cam- | 
_paigns; and on the breaking out of tite war with | 
| Mexico, he joined General Taylor at Matamoros, | 
, and remained with him, performing gallantservices, | 


| served with honorable distinction in all the battles 


he contracted a disease, of which he languished 


| referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
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Also, the petition of 27 citizens of Calhoun county, Mieh- | feelings in favor of freedom, and respectfully re- 
igan, for the establishment of freedom in the territones. |} monstratine against the passage of the bill intro- 


Also, the petition of 27 citizens of Calhoun county, Mich- | a 
igan, praying Congress to repeal all laws sanctioning slavery | duced by Senator Mason in relation to the return 
of fugitives from slavery. 


in the District of Columbia. 
__ Also, the petition of 27 citizens of Calhoun county, Mieh- || All these several memorials were received and 
igan, asking the passage of a law granting to fugitive slaves: || ordered to lie on the table 

ee ne eee oe ae | Also, a petition of citizens of Cortlandt county, 


New York, and a petition of citizens of Oswego 








IN SENATE. county, New York, asking the adoption of meas- 
Tuurspay, April 4, 1850. || ures for the adjustment of international controver- 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced from the || S¥¢8 by arbitration instead of war; which were re- 
chair the following Senators as the committee on || ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
the part of the Senate to attend the remains of the | __Mr. CORWIN presented a petition of citizens 

of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, asking that no 
State may be hereafter admitted into the Union 
whos? constitution does not expressly prohibit 
slavery within its limits;a petition of citizens of 
|| the same place, asking that slavery and the slave- 
| trade may be prohibited in all the territories of the 
United States; and a petition of the same, asking 
that slavery and the slave-trade may be abolished 
| in the District of Columbia, or the seat of Gov- 
| ernment removed therefrom; whieh several peti- 
tions were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented three petitions of 
citizens of Penobscot county, Maine, asking that 
the right of trial by jury may be secured by 
law to fugitive slaves; also, two, petitions of the 


Mason, Mr,Davis of Mississippi, Mr. 
Mr. Wesster, Mr. Dickinson, and 
of Iowa. 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS... 
Also, that Mr. Arcuison fill the place on the 
Commiuee on Foreign Relations, made vacant by 
Mr. Benton having been excused from further | 
service on the same. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. SEWARD. If have to perfom a duty which | 
is at the same time pleasing and painful. I have 


ERRIEN, 
r. Dopce | 


Eliza Kirby, of Brownsville, in the State of New 


| York, widow of the late Edward Kirby, an officer || same, in favor of the prohibition of slavery and 


in the United States army. Major Kirby entered || the slave-trade in all the territories; also, a petition 
the army of the United States as an ensign in the |! of citizens of Cumberland county, Maine, against 


= 1812, and served during the war with Great | the admission of any State into the Union in which 


ritain. He was continued in the service until the | slavery is not prohibited; also, a petition of citi- 


‘ ; zens of Penobscot county and Cumberland county, 
establishment till the year 1819, when he joined || Maine, asking that the slave-trade may be abolish- 
the staff of Major-General Brown as an aid-de- || ed in the District of Columbia, or the seat of Gov- 
camp, and remained in his military family until | ernment removed; all of which several petiuons 
1824, when he was promoted toa captaincy. Soon | were ordered to lie on the table. - 
afterward he was appointed paymaster-general,| Mr. MASON presented a memorial of citizens 
and’ continued in that office, by subsequent ap- || of Washington, in the District of Columbia, 

intments, until the time of his death. He was | asking that the portion of the said city lying east 
of the Capitol may be lighted with gas; which 
was referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. DOWNS presented a resolution of the 
legislature of Louisiana, instructing their Senators 
| and requesting their Representatives to use their 
exertions to procure grants of bounty land to the 
commissioned officers of the late war with Mexico; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
| Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
and died in August of last year. His widow, || Also, of citizens of Louisiana, asking the estab- 
Eliza Kirby, daughter of Major-General Brown, || lishment of a mail-route from Vienna, in that State, 
brings before the Senate this memorial in a man- | to El Dorado, in Arkansas; which was referred to 
ner equally modest and touching. She praysthat || the Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 
such allowance, by way of pension, may be made || Mr. MORTON presented a petition of Joseph 
to her as has been made in such cases heretofore. | Forsyth and others, asking that the act of Con- 
1 move that, without reading, this memorial be | gress of 26th February, 1845, extending the patent 
| of William Woodworth for a planing machine, 
|| may be repealed; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent-Office. 

Mr. CLARKE presented a petition of citizens 
| of Phenix, Rhode Island, asking a reduction of 
the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
‘| Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 
| Mr. KING presented a petition from Frances E. 
it 


until he was ordered to join General Scott at 
Tampico; and he continued with General Scott, and 


of that memorable campaign, which resulted in the | 
conquest of the city of Mexico. In that campaign 


The memorial was so referred. 
Mr. SEWARD also presented a memorial of |. 
James Holford, a subject of Great Britain, and 
holder of certain State bonds and securities, in- | 
voking the adoption of some measures by the 
General Government for their payment; which | 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Also, of citizens of Westfield, New York, ask- 
ing a reduction of the rates of postage; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roads. . || Mr. K. took occasion to observe, on presenting 
Also, of citizens of Cayuga county, New York, || this petition, that Major Baden was well known 
in behalf of the widow and heirs of Robert H. || to the army as a most meritorious and faithful offi- 
Morris, an officer in the last war with Great Brit- || cer, valued by the Government for the promptitude 
ain, asking that they may be allowed a pension; || and efficiency with which he discharged his duties. 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. |, The petitioner states that her husband’s consti- 
Also, presented six petitions of citizens of New | tution was impaired by diseases incident to our 
York, praying that the right of trial by jury may || southerh climate, and particularly at Oglethorpe 
} 


Baden, widow of Major Nehemiah Baden, late of 
| the army of the United States, asking that she 
| may be placed on the pension roll. 


be secured by law to fugitive slaves arrested in any || barracks, where he lost many of his men, and only 
State other than that in which their service is | escaped with his own life after a long and danger- 
claimed. | ous iliness—that he was prevented from marching 
Also, presented five petitions of citizens of New || 
York, asking that no State may be hereafter ad- 
mitted into the Union whose constitution does not 
expressly prohibit slavery within its limits. 
Also, four petitions of citizens of New York, 


| with his company to Florida by sickness, and the 
|, company marched under the command of his sub- 
| ordinates, and he died at his post. Mr. K. was 
| understood to express the opinion, that though the 
|| case did not come within the rule usually applied 

asking that slavery and the slave-trade may be || to pension cases, still he thought the case an equi- 
abolished in the District of Columbia, or the seat , table one, and the condition of the petitioner was 
of Government removed therefrom. | such as to call for sympathy, as she was now hope- 
Also, four petitions of citizens of the same State, | 
asking that slavery and the slave-trade may be 
ee by law in all the territories of the | 
nited States. | 
Also, a memorial of citizens of Lockport, in the | 
State of New York, expressing their opinions and ] 


| lessty blind. : 
| ‘The petition was then referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. : 

Mr. BORLAND presented a petition of eitizena 
of Union county, in the State of Arkansan, asking 


the establishment of a mail-route from Marion, 


sh ent 


a 


tn tet 
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Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial of 
Samuel M. Clendenin, asking compensation for 
clerical services rendered to an agent of the Gov- 


} 
} 


| 
\| 


ernment; which was referred to the Committee on || 


Claims . 

Mr. CLAY. I present a memorial, signed by 
members of the General Assembly of Kentucky, 
asking that Columbus, on the Mississippi river, 
may be made the eastern terminus of a railroad to 
the Pacific ocean, and that an appropriation may 
be made for executing the survey of the route of 
the said railroad. The petition is not long, and 
embraces in substance a number of very strong 
reasons for making Columbus the terminus of the 
road to the Pacific. Some of these reasons are, 
that there is near that point a railroad in contem- 
plation from Mobile to the State of Kentucky; 
that there is a connection with the railroad from 
Charleston and Savannah, through Tennessee, 
near the same point; and that there are other rail- 
roads in contemplation, connecting that point, or 
near it, with the Atiantic cities. [ move that, with- 
out reading, the petition be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, and | ask that it be 
printed, 


The motion to refer was agreed to, and the mo- | 
tion to print was also, by unanimous consent, | 


adopted. 
Mr. CLAY. Mr, President, I present a peti- 
tion of cinzens of Lewis county, Kentucky, ask- 


hy law to fugitive slaves arrested in any other 
Srate than that in which their service is claimed. 


| 


ti 
' 


| 


} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Louisiana, to Wilmington, Arkansas; which was || President and Directors of the Orange and Alex- {| to make it a grant, and the resolutio 
referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and || andria Railroad Company, asking the payment of || remained authorizing onl 
the sum of $120,000, advanced by the State of | money. 


Virginia to the Government of the United States, | eee the title was changed, and it w 


by resolution of 29th December, 1790, and trans- | 


ferred to the petitioners, asking its repayment with 


iffferest, to aid in the construction of this railroad. 

This claim being in fact the property of the 
State of Virginia, although now transferred to one 
of the railroad companies for the purpose of in- 
ternal improvement, requires that | should make 
a very brief statement of the facts of the case. In 
doing so, I will occupy the attention of the Sen- 
ate but for a moment. 

It appears that, as early as the year 1784, before 


| 
' 
{ 


the adopun of our present Consuiutidn, the States | 


then confederated thought in necessary to establish | 
| what was called at that day a ‘* Federal city,” or | 


“« Federal town;”’ and a resolution was adopted by 


' the Old Congress on the 23d of December, 1734, 


declaring thut the location of this Federal town 


should be made near the lower falls of the River |} 


Delaware. A proposition was introduced into the 


| Old Congress tor the purpose of appropriating a 
| sum of money for erecting public buildings on the 
site designated. 


But it required, as we know, 
under the articies of the confederation, that nine 
States should concur in order to make this appro- 
priation; and they did not obtain the concurrence 
of these nine States. ‘The records of that day show 
that the difficulty was the inability of that Congress 


| to obiain money for more pressing emergencies for 
| Federal purposes, so that the thing was not done. 
ing that the right of trial by jury may be secured || 


‘the year 1789, tendered to Congress ten miles || TePort from the Seeretar 


Also, a petition of citizens of the same county | 


und State, asking that no State may hereafier be 


admitted into the Union whose constitution does | 


not expressly prohibit slavery within its limits, 


Also, a petition of the same, asking that slavery | 


and the slave-trade may be prohibited by law in 
ail the territories of the United States; and a peti- 
tion of the same, asking that slavery and the 


slave-trade may be abolished in the District of | 


Columbia, or the seat of Government be removed 
therefrom. 3 
I wish to discharge myself of these petitions, 


sir, though | should have been glad if the petition- | i ‘ 
|| tor purposes of the Federal Government, was an act 


ers find selected some other channel for their pre- 
sentation here. ‘Fhey come from my own State; 
but although signed by a number of persons, | am 
quite sure these petitions do not express the sent- 
ment of any large number of persons in the county 
from which they come, or any other county In 
Kentucky. ‘hey are papers chiefly signed by 
the same persons; the heads of them are printed, 
and appear to be got up by concert and design, 
between a few Abolitionists who have found their 
way to that quarter. HoweVer that may be, here 
they are; they are sent to me, and | wish to get 
rid of them, | therefore ask that they may be re- 
eeived and disposed of as other similar petitions 
have been. 

They were accordingly laid on the table. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial of the 
President and officers of the Mechancs’ Institute, 
in the city of New York, asking that the patent 
fund may be applied exclusively to the publica- 
tion and distribution of periodical works, contain- 
ing information on subjects connected with the 


“arte and sciences; which was referred to the Com- 


mittee on Patents and the Patent-Office. 

Mr, BEN TON presented a memortal of a com- 
mittee of citizens of Arcadia, Missouri, asking a 
grant of pabtic land for the benefit of the Arcadia 
High School in that State, -vhich was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and the motion 
to print was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Me. HAMLIN presented a petition of J. Walk- 
er, jr., and Dana Brigham and others, remon- 
strating against the further extension by law of 
the patent of William Woodworth for a planing 
machine; which was referred to the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent-Office. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Portland, Maine, 
asking the erection of a light-house and dwelling on 
Boon island, on the coast of Maine, which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. CORWIN, 


After the adoption of the present Consutuuon, the || 


} 


(| Virginia. The prayer of the petition is, 


1 Department, submitted a report in writing; which 
} 


April 4, 


n passed, 

y the advance of so BS. 
en the resolution was 
. . as 

y its title, “‘an act concerning the Gxieu 

money to the Government of the United States 


Eventually, w 


} 
} 


|| for the purpdse of erecting public buildings,” | 


think it right to state this, because it is 9 ¢laj 


| due to the State of Virginia, although transferred 


ed 
Mpany, 
debt now 
€ State of 


: : that it 
refunded with proper interest under the a 


ment made by the General Assembly to this rail. 
road company. I ask that the petition be referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 
Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the Pogt. 


Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 


bill to provide additional clerks in the Post-Officg 


| to the Orange and Alexandria Railroad Co 
| I feel thus authorized to say, that this is a 
_due from the General Government to th 


was ordered to be printed: the bill was reported 
back without amendment, with a recommendation 
| that it pass. 

| Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill providing for the post-office and 
mail service in California and Oregon, submitted 


|| report in writing; which was ordered to be printed, 





and the bill was reported back without amend. 
ment, with a recommendation that it pass, 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print. 


Legislature of Virginia, by a resolution passed in || 19S» to which was referred the motion to print the 


square of the ‘Territory of Virginia, to be selected | 


of War, in relation to 
_ the geology and topography of California, reported 


within the limits of that State, for the purpose of ||!" favor of printing the same, together with 5,000 


putting up the necessary buildings to accommodate | 
the Federal Government; and in the same year a | 
resolution was passed, proposing, on the part of | 


additional copies; which was concurred in. 
Mr. FOOTE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 


Virginia, that if Congress should locate these ten || the heirs and legal representatives of Joseph 


That resolution 


iocation of the seat of Government was fixed on the 


eastern side of the Potomac river, in the State of | 


| Maryland, and commiusstoners were appointed to 


| 


} 
| 
j 
| 





| while that resolution was in progress before the 
1} 


| $120,000 to the General Government, to aid in the | 
erection of public buildings within the ten miles | 


} 


| 


| 


| locate it any Where on the eastern side of the river, 
| between the mouths of the ** Eastern Branch”? and | 
| the ** Connegocheque”’ rivers. That act was passed | 
' on the 6th of July, 1790; and the fourth section | 
of the act gave authority to the President of the | 
United States to accept grants of money to defray | 
the expense of purchasing and erecting public | 
In the same year, 1790, on the 27th of | 


buildings. 
December, a resoluuon was passed by the General 


square—the seat of Government to be located on 
the Maryland side. 

The following year, 1791, on the third of March, 
an act was passed by the Congress of the United 
States, requiring on the part of the Federal Gov- 
ernment that the seat of Government should be 
located on the Virginia side of the river, so as to 
embiace the town of Alexandria. Thus it was 
that, under the two acts, the District of Columbia 
was eventually located so as to embrace a portion 
of the terrnory of both States. ‘Phe resolution of 


Viriginia, passed in 1790, was complied with, and | 
$120,000 was ad vanced to the General Government | 
lt is | 
proper here to refer to a part of the history of the | 
When this resolution was on its | 
passage in the General Assembly, as the journals | 


to aid in the erection of public buildings. 
transaction. 


of that day show, it was reported as ‘a bill for 
granting to the President of the United States the 
sum of $120,000, for the purpose of erecting public 
buildings, agreeably to the resolution of the last 
Assembly;’’ and those journals also show how, 


General Assembly, an etfort was made to change 


Ordered, Thut John Milliken, Ann H. P. Lawson, and || the proposed “ advance” of money to a * grant” 
Gthers, have leave toe withdraw Ubeir petition and papers. 


CLAULM OF THE STATE OF VIRGINIA. 
\. Mr. MASON. 





| to the United States, for the purpose of aiding in 


| erecting the public buildings. 
I present the memorial of the |, that that proposition was refused—that they refused 


t will be found 


' miles squafe within the limits of that State, the | al 
| Government of Virginia would advance a sum of || PY, its tile, and referred to the Committee on 
money for the purpose of aiding in the erection of | 
' the necessary public buildings. 
of the Sue of Virginia, it appears, did not meet | 
‘the approbation of the Congress of the United 
States; tor the first act locating the ten miles square, | 


| passed on the 16th of July, 1790, by which the | 


| Assembly of Virginia, authorizing the advance of | 


| McAffee; which was read a first and second time 


Private Land Claims. 
The joint resolution from the House, explaining 


|| the acts of 7th July, 1838, 3d March, 1843, and 


17th June, 1844, was read a first and second time 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. BORLAND. As there seems to be no 
further reports, I take the liberty to ask the Senate 
to take into consideration the joint resolution re- 
ported by the Committee on Printing, in reference 
to the public printing, a few days ago. It is the 
wish of a large number of Senators, that this ques- 
tion in relauon to the public prinung should be 
| lisposed of, the delay of the printing beinga 
| serious evil; and inasmuch as the joint resolu- 
| tion was referred to the Committee on’Printing, I 
| have thought it my duty to ask the Senate to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the question. 





The question being taken on the motion to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the joint resolution, it 
was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. This resolution is 
now under consideration of the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. HALE. I wish the chairman of the Cow- 
mittee on Printing would please to state what is 
the difference between the price of printing now 
proposed, and that now paid under the present con- 
tract, and what will be the aggregate difference. 

Mr. BORLAND. [fam unable to answer the 

uestion of the honorable Senator from New 
Hampahire with precision. It would require an 
estimate which the committee have not considered 
necessary or re to go into, and would involve 
a considerable amount of labor. 1| will state, 
however, in general terms, that the amount to be 
paid, will be a good deal more than is paid under 
the present contract; and the committee, In con- 
sidering this matter, think it is proper that a good 
deal more should be paid. The present prices are 
not sufficient to have the work done in a proper 
manner, or in proper time; and they deem it ba 
economy on the part of the Senate, or any de- 
partment of the Government, to pay low prices 
| and get bad work, and have the work done at & 
time when it can be of no service. Re 

Mr. HALE. I will make ae oper 
which is, without going into the aggregate, 
the gentleman ‘all “us: the difference of the per 
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tage between what we now pay and what it 

i) be under the proposed resolutions, or an ap- 
we simet® to it, if he is unable to give us the ag- 
gregate ? 


Mr. BORLAND. The same difficulty opposes 
itsel 


out 


f to my answering that question that did to 
ny answering the previous one; but my opinion 
that the per centage will amount to something 
she thirty-five or forty per cent.—at least thirty- 
ve, and not exceeding fifty. As the Senator will 
the proposition is to have the printing 


reeive : , 2 
done at 'a reduction of the cage paid under the 
‘int resolution of 1819, at the average reduction 


of twenty per cent. 

Mr. HALE, [am as anxious to have the pub- 
lic printing well done as any person can be, but I 
must say that I feel under the necessity of voting 


yainst the resolution submitted by the Committee | 


on Printing. 


Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator allow me | 


to suggest to him that the resolution be read, and 
rhaps he may change his opinion. 
The resolution was read as follows: 


JOINT RESOLUTION to insure more expedition in the 


Public Printing. . 
Resolved, ¥e., That the Secretary of the Senate and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, respectively, be and 
they are hereby authorized and directed to cause so much 
of the printing of the present Congress heretofore ordered, 
or which shall be hereafter ordered by the two houses, as 
shall be necessary to insure a prompt and proper execution 
and delivery of the same, to be executed by such person or 
sons us they shall respectively select: Provided, That the 
compensation paid for said work, shall in nocase exeeed the 
rates fixed by the joint resolution of 1819, deducting there- 
from 20 per « ent. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Arkansas moves to amend this resolution by stri- 
king out all after the word ‘* Resolved,’’ and insert- 


* ing the following: 


“That the present contractors.to execute the public pria‘- 
ing of Congress, or either of them, be released and dis- 
charged from the further execution of their contracts, under 
the provisions of the joint resolution of the 3d August, 1846, 
entitled “Joint resolution, directing the manner of procuring 
the printing of the two houses of Congress,” upon their re- 
linquishing all claim for indemnity for the non-performance 
of their said contracts ; and that for all work not yet deliv- 
ered and paid for, they shail receive the same compensation 
as shall be awarded to the printers who may be selected by 
Congress to execute the remainder of the work: Provided, 
That the prices hereafter to be paid, shall not exceed those 
authorized by the joint resolution of March 3d, 1319, deduct- 
ing twenty per ceut. from the same; the form and manner 
of the printing to conform, in every respect, to the stipula- 
tions contained in the joint resolution of March 3d, 1819.” 

“4nd be it further resolved, That —— and —— be appoint- 
ed by the two houses to execate the printing for the re- 
mainder of the thirty-first Congress, who shall give bond, 
with securities to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the 
Seuate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, for 
the prompt, accurate, and neat execution of the work; and 
incase any inconvenient delay should be at any time ex- 
perieneed by either house in the delivery of its work, the 
Secretary and the Clerk, respectively, shail be authorized to 
employ One Or more Other printers to execute any portion of 
the werk of the Senate or House, and charge the excess, if 
any there be, on the gccount of such printer or printers for 
executing such work, above what is herein allowed, to the 
printer or printers guilty of such negligence or delay. 

“And be it further resolved, Tinat the printing required to 
be done for the various Executive departments be paid for 
b the same rates as congressional printing is authorized to 

done. 

“And he it further resolved, That all laws and parts of Jaws 
now in force, notin conformity with the provisions of this 
joint resolution, be and the same are hereby repealed.” 


Mr. HALE, I was only going to make a few 
remarks to show why I felt constrained to vote 
against the resolution reported by the committee. 
I want some information before I can agree to vote 
forit. In the first place, | suppose it is pretty no- 
lorious that the printing done at the last session of 
Congress bycontract, was done at higher prices 
than what are paid to these contractors. I believe 
lam right in this statement. It is notorious, too, 
lo everybody, that the printing was most wretch- 
tdly done, and complaint was made by the print- 
ers that they lost money by it. Now, these con- 
tractors come in, knowing that the printing for the 
last Congress was done at a loss, even though it 
was done so poorly, and underbid them, and get 
tata considerable loss. About as soon as they 
begin to do the work, there is an outcry made that 

ey cannot do what they have undertaken to do. 
tlooks to me very much as if they knew when 
they began that they could not do it, and I bave 
very strong suspicions that they did not mean to 


it. 

Mr. FOOTE. Do you call it a fraud? 

Mr. HALE. I donot. Call it what you think. 
say I have a very strong suspicion ‘that they 


w they could not do it, because they knew 
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that the contractors to do it before affirmed that || 
they sustained a loss. 1 infer this from the fact || 
that we so soon heard this complaint thet these | 
contracts could not be carried out. | fear there is | 
some mismanagement in this business ; and itison | 
this account that [ want some information. I want 
to know, also, who are to be the individuals to fill 
up the blanks; for I suppose there is no seeret 
aboutit. | suppose they are to be filled with the || 
names of the printers of the Union and Intelligen- || 
cer, I suppose that is understood, and L think it || 
is best to speak what | think aboutit. Before I. 
vote for this resolution, I wish to know whether | 
these printers are directly or indirectly interested 

in the present contract? [am told that the print- 

ing is done at one of these offices, and with its , 
hands and types. I do not know the fact, but I | 
have heard it stated. ‘Then I suppose, and so | 

think it will be found, that there were other bid- | 
ders besides the one that was accepted, and I do | 
not know why, if we do not go on with this con- | 
tract, we do notallow the second bidder to say if he 
could do it, or the third, or the fourth, or any other || 
number of bidders. I do not like the locks of it. 

Here is a law requiring us to get the printing done | 
as low as possible, but as soon as the contract is 

taken, the contractors come here and tell us it is 
so low they cannot do it, and we are to go back to | 
the old system which has been once exploded. 1) 
suppose this deduction of twenty per cent. makes 

the sum to be paid by so much less than that which |, 
was paid twenty years ago under the joint reso- || 
lution of 1819. ‘There are some of these points || 
on which my mind labors, and that must compel | 


j 


me to vote against the resolution proposed by the || 
committee, and the amendment proposed by the || 
chairman of the Committe on Printing. There is | 
b do not know |; 
why it is, but I suppose this third section goes || 
to repeal ail the laws which require the heads of || 
departments and bureaus to advertise for their || 
printing. They are obliged now, as lam in- 
formed, to advertise and take the printing at the | 
lowest bids. ‘This section fixes the price twenty || 
er cent. lower than the joint resolution of 1819. || 

f L understand this, it will throw a vast amount || 

of printing into other hands, because this will 
dispense with all advertising for proposals, inas- | 
much as the prices are fixed by this joint reso- || 
tution of 1819. There is no competition, no adver- | 
ising for proposals, and the heads of departments || 
will give it outto just whom they please, paying | 
the prices fixed by the joint resolution. These || 
are some of the reasons which induce me to vote || 
against the joint resolution and amendment. Still, || 
if | am mistaken in my views, | shall be glad to || 
have my objections removed, if possible, and 
shall be glad to pay good prices for werk well and 
promptly done. 
Mr. BORLAND. Ido not feel myself called | 


tor from New Hampshire. The bili and resolu- 
tion have been before the Senate for several days. 
Senators have had an opportunity to examine them, | 
and no doubt they have done so. No further | 
opinion of mine, therefore, would be likely to | 
change their opinion. 

I will simply state, in justification of the com- | 
mittee, and further in justification of myself—hav- | 
ing offered. an amendment to the resolution re- | 
ported by the committee—the considerations in 
part that operated upon us in producing the report | 
we have made, and the amendment which | have | 
offered. We know that we arg met by the fact, | 
which none can controvert, that we are not fur- 
nished with the printing in a way to answer the | 
purposes for which it was ordered. ‘Thatis a fact; | 
and it is the fact we have been called upon to meet— | 
the fact which was pressing upon the attention of | 


every one here, and that induced the Senator from 
Tennessee to offer his_resolution of instructions to 
the Committee on Printing. That was the diffi- | 
culty, and it was the main point in view which in- | 
duced the committee toact. They had to consider | 
how they were to remove that difficulty; and the | 


first suggestion was, to pay a higher price for the | 


rinting than is paid under the present contract, | 
use, at the present prices, they had found that | 
the printing cannot be done. Why it could not 
be done, was a question they did not think soim- | 
portant to consider as the fact that it couldsnot be | 
oote-iee they pe certainly met. with that fact. | 
pon inquiry 0 ns, whose judgment they 
supposed wna spllahia ia mattera of this sort, they 


| mittee, 


|| has already been sent to them. 


| 

| 

| 

upon to answer the objections made by the Sena- || 
| 

j 


came to the conclusion that a reduction of twenty 


| per cent. from the price paid under the resolution 


of 1819, was as low as the printing could be done 
in this city at this time. 

Mr. BELL. Is that the opinion of the com- 
mittee ? 

Mr. BORLAND. That was the opinion of the 
committee, and the ground on which they made 
their report. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator from Arkansas 
allow me to suggest that the hour for takieg up 
the special order of the day has arrived? | hope 
he will allow this matter to lie over for the pres- 


, ent, 


Mr. BORLAND. If the Senate will allow me 
to proceed, | have but litle more to say. | am 
asked, sir, if that was the opinion of the com- 
1 feel authorized to say it was, because 
such is the report of thecommittee; and | presume 
it would be unjust to any member of the commut- 
tee to suppose that resolutions would be recom- 


/ mended to the Senate for their adoption if they 


did not believe what was stated in the resolutions 
tobe true. They have stated what they thought 
the printing could be done for. I will state fur- 


| ther that | did not draw that resolution myself; it 


was drawn by the Senator who asked the ques- 
tion. | presume that was the conclusion to which 


_ bis mind had arrived, as well as that of my col- 
league. It certainly was my opinion. Having as- 


eertained the fact, thatthe printing could not be 
done under the present arrangement and at present 
prices, and satisfied themselves that a reduction of 


|| twenty per cent. from the prices paid under the 


resolution of 1819 was the proper price to be paid, 
they made that report to the Senate. The two 
plans proposed differ somewhat, though not ma- 
terially. As | remarked, | do not deem it neces- 


|| sary to go into an explanation of the plans pro- 


posed. Another inquiry was made of me, in an- 
swer to which | will make a simple statement. It 


|| wall be seen, by examining the amendment otflered 


by myself, that the prinung for Congress is to be 
given to two individuals, or two printing establish- 
ments in this city; and it provides further that 
the same prices shail be paid to the present con- 
tractors for that hereafter to be done. ‘The in- 


|| quiry was made whether this contemplated that the 


present contractors should do the printing which 
lanswer, such is 


| notmy view of it. My understanding is, and | think 


that is a fair inference from the resolution, that it 
is intended to divide the printing, already sent to 
the present contractors, between the two printers 


| who are appointed to do the printing. 


I have provided, in the amendment | have offered, 


| for the employment of two offices to do the work, 
| for this simple and all-sufficient reason, that it has 


been found that oneofiice, the most extensive in the 
city, or that could be established here for months 
to come, has been found insufficient to do the 
| work. It has, therefore, been thought proper to 
| provide two offices, which would act in concert, 
|} and do the work so as to insure its speedy exe- 
cution, 
I would state one thing—and which it is only 
just to the present contractors should be stated— 
that, although this delay has oceurred—delay that 
has interfered materially with the business of Con- 
gress—they have already done more work than 
has ever been done by any public printers to any 
| Congress; perhaps quadruple the amount has been 
| done that ever was done in the same time before; 
| and that, added to the fact that more than a month 
was consumed in atiempts to organize the Llouse 
| of Representatives, may in some measure acedunt 
| for the delay. 
| will state further the fact, that several large 
documents ordered to be printed, and wanted for 
the purpose of legislation, have not been printed, 
and cannot be printed, because matter has not been 
furnished to the printers. Some maps, as | stated 
on a former oceasion, have not been printed, be- 
cause the matter is not yet in the hands of the 
printers; and I learn that it may not be for some 
two or three months to come. | say this in justu- 
| fication of the public printers, They say that, 
| although they have employed larger offices, a 
greater number of hands, and worked more hours 
| in the day and night than they have ever done be- 
| fore, yet they have been unable to accomplish the 
| work, 
| Mr. FOOTE. The hour for proceediog to the 
| conaideration of the special order of the day liav- 
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ing now arrived, lam anxious to hear the remarks 
of the Senator from Kentucky, and hope the 
Senator from Arkansas will agree to the postpone- 
ment of this question to some other day. 

Mr. BELL. Let it be postponed until to-mor- | 
row. 


Mr. FOOTE. Very well. I move that the 





| 


further consideration of this resolution and amend- || 


ment be postponed until to-morrow, at half-past | 
twelve o’clock. 

The question was then taken, and the motion to | 
postpone was agreed to. | 


MR. BELL’S RESOLUTION. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of || 


the series of resolutions submitted some time | 


since by Mr. Bexx, which Mr. Foore had moved 
to refer to a select committee of thirteen, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD yesumed and concluded 
the remarks commenced yesterday, [which will be | 

ublished in the Appendix.] 

Mr. CORWIN and Mr. HALE also made ex- 
planatory statements, (which will be published in 
connection with Mr. Unperwoop’s.] 

Mr. FOOTE next obtained the floor, and said: 
I do not rise to take part in this discussion; my 
object is, if possible, to get a vote upon the motion 
to refer the resolutions of the Senator from Ten- 
nessee to a committee of thirteen. If, however, 
any Senator desires to address the Senate upon 
this subject, | will move to postpone their further 
consideration until to-morrow, and to make them 
the special order for twelve or half past eleven 
o’clock on that day. 

Mr. BORLAND. As my colleague desires to 
address the Senate on this subject, | hope the 
question will not now be taken, that he may have | 
an opportunity to do so. 

Mr. FOOTE. I have conversed with the Sen- 
ator’s colleague, and I understand that he is will- 
ing to be heard on some other measure. How- 
ever, if he desires to be heard before this question 
is taken, | am willing to give way to him. 1 
therefore move, sir, that the further consideration 
of this subject be postponed until to-merrow at 
one o'clock, and that it be made the special order 
for that hour. 





Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I am far || 


from entertaining any wish to prevent the honor- 
able member from Arkansas addressing the Sen- | 
ate on this topic, but I think it my duty to re- 
mind the Senate that we have now gone through 
the first four months of the session, and although 
lam willing to admit that the circumstancee were 
such as to excuse or even justify a great deal of | 
delay in the dispatch of the public business, yet, | 


after all, the time seems now to have come at || 


which, with all convenient dispatch, and without 
encroaching in any degree upon the freedom of 
debate, we should proceed to some action. Sir, I 
may be permitted to say that it will require | 
weeks, and perhaps months, and our most delib- 
erate attention and active coéperation in legisla- 
tion, to do the things and pass the Jaws which 
will be necessary, when the question of the ad- 
miasion of California shall be decided one way or 
the other. I wish therefore to say, that so fur as 
my opinion and conduct in the Senate go, I shall | 
endeavor to take such a course of voting and act- 
ing as may bring this question of the admission 
of California per se to a decision by the Senate. I 
am then willing to go on and take up the territo- 
rial question—the question of a government for 
the territories; and |} may say upon the whole 
that | am inclined to think it will be the best way 
to proceed, to take up the territorial bills and act 
upon them. 

Sir, the honorable member from Kentucky, 
{[Mr, Cray,}] who moved a series of resolutions 
on these subjects, whom I have now the honor of | 
addressing as the occupant of the chair, will, as a | 
matter of right, if he chooses to exercise it at a con- | 
venient hour, be entitled to reply to the remarks | 





which have been made upon his propositions. That || quiet, and satisfaction. 


is a matter of courtesy due to every member of the 
Senate, and it is especially due to him. There is | 


} 
| 
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without coming to any result upon the great ques- | 
tion before us. 
Sir, as far as depends upon me, as I have said, H 
there will be by no vote of mine any restraint || 
upon debate at all—none at all. But I think we || 
ought to bring the subjects so as to have a tend- | 
ency to some point—that, instead of postponing || 
these resolutions, one or the other series, from || 
day to day, and keeping them all open to debate, || 
we ought pretty soon to come to a resolution to 
take up some measure of a practical character, and |, 
debate it till we are ready to act upon it. That is || 
my view. The two precise questions, or the two || 
forms in which the questions are presented, most | 
fit | think for practical action, are the amendments | 
moved by an honorable member from Missouri || 
{Mr. Benton] to the resolution of an honorable 


|| member from Illinois, [Mr. Doueras,] by way of |, 


| amendment to that resolution, instructing the Com- 


| mittee on Territories, for the admission of Califor- 
|| nia, and debate it. 


‘| cedure, after the honorable member from Ken- 
| tucky (Mr. Cray] and the honorable member 
_from Tennessee [Mr. Bett) have had a proper 
| Opportunity to reply to the objections which have 


| 18 as well informed of as he can possibly be after 





mittee on the Territories to bring in a bill for the | 
admission of California, unconnected with any |! 
other subject; and the bill which, before we had |) 
time to come to any resolution upon that point, or | 
to ally vote upon that question, has been reported. | 

Now, it appears to me, sir, with great deference 
to the judgment of others, that our true course | 
now is to take up the bill reported from the Com- 


I mean to say that it is our 
true course, in my opinion, to adopt that pro- | 


been urged against their respective propositions. 
At the same time, | wish to say to the honorable 
member from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,] that, | 
though I have no objection to come to a vote upon 
his proposition, yet 1 cannot conceal from him— || 
and I do not wish to conceal from the country— | 
that my opinion is, that we have now come to a, 
point upon this general subject, which every one 


any report of the committee. My opinion is, that | 
we had better proceed to take up these subjects, 
beginning at the beginning. 1 am unwilling, I 
will take occasion to say—if the Senate will not | 
consider me as too much trespassing on its atten- || 
tion—I am unwilling to leave any of these ques- 
tions open, to be the cause of heart-burnings, and 
dissension, and dissatisfaction through the recess, 
(if we are to have any recess—which may be 
much doubted.) {f am for acting on California, 
and then on the territorial bills reported to us from 
the Committee on Territories. 1 am for taking 
them up and voting upon them; and if any amend- | 
ments are made, such as have been suggested, I ] 
am ready to vote upon any such amendments. | 
And my opinion is, sir, that we can do nothing so | 
important to the satisfaction of the country—noth- 
ing that will relieve men’s minds from apprehen- 
sion—nothing that will give such general quietude, 
as to act as soon as is convenient and proper upon 
the bill for the admission of California, and then 
upon the bill or bills for the creation of the terri- 
torial governments in New Mexico and the rest of |. 
the territories, and pass a bill such as the majority || 
of the Senate shall approve. ‘hat is my judg- || 
ment; and in pursuance of these opinions, and ac- | 
cording to these opinions,will be my conduct here, || 
1 wish this body to come to a conclusion upon || 
California; my opinion is made up. | wish this | 
body then to come to a conclusion upon the char- | 
acter of the territorial bills. Lam willing to act 


| upon them on the principles and opinions which I 
| have already avowed; and | do apprehend, sir, an 


| 


entire concurrence in these opinions by a majority 
of this body; and my conviction is, that when 
these bills shall come up, and this body shall come | 
to a decision upon them—upon what may be called 

the contested part of them—the majority of this , 
body will come to a conclusion exceedingly useful 

to the country, in.extending tu it more harmony, || 


Sir, | desire—if 1 may say so—to preserve the 
credit of this great republican Government in the 


also an honorable member from Tennessee [Mr. || estimation of men all over the world. I donot | 
Be...) who has brought forward a series of reso- || wish to hear it said on the other side of the Atlantic, | 


lutions. He, too, is entitled to be heard in reply 
to objections which have been suggested to his | 
propositions. I do not mean to say that the debate 
should extend no further, but it is my judgment 
that it becomes us to consider whether we will dis- 
cusa one question to-day, and another to-morrow, 


| 
| 
} 


i 


that this great, constitutional, free representative |, 
Government cannot go on with certainty and dis- | 
patch,’and without impediment; that it is liable to 

a great hialus every now and then; that the great | 
principle of free government is likely, after all, 
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| compromises; the Constitution is enough 
| broad enough, full enough, efficient enough; ang 


| utterance. 
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Republic as its friends at home and abroad frame 
redicted. J am desirous thee 
we should take such a course in regard to the 
exciting ces as wilPenable us to dis ~ 
them, and to resume and go through with oy, 
dinary duties of legislation. And L will take nov 
sion to say, sir, that 1 do not expect to see hay. 
monious legislation upon any of the subjects which 
touch the great interests of the country until 4) 
uestion shall be settled. There are great ‘nis 
tions—highly- important questions—for the decision 
of which the country, North and South, and . 
the centre, have looked with great interest to de 
action of Congress at this session. For one I 
despair of any wise, and temperate, and just eos. 
lation until these disturbing questions be removed. 
and therefore I wish, that the questions that have 
been brought upon us by the events of the las, 
two or three years, somewhat unexpectedly, shai 
be settled. | wish them to be settled Upon the 
true principles of the Constitution of the Unite 
States. I want no new platform. lask no new cop. 
cessions on the one side or on the other—no new 


> is 


if we can bring ourselves to act with moderation, 


and temperance, and candor, and Magnanimity, 


and I will add, with, what is equally important, 


_a fraternal regard and sympathy upon the ques. 


tions before us, in the spirit of the Constitution, 


| we shall be able to rescue the country from its j 
| present perils. | 
| this high authority for the moment, are, | firmly 


We who sit here, clothed with 


believe, able to rescue the country from its pres- 
ent embarrassing condition, and to satisfy the pub. 


| lic judgment and the public feeling of the extreme 
, North, and the extreme South, and from one ocean 


to the other. 

Sir, | beg the indulgence of the Senate for wan- 
dering into these general remarks. I had no inten. 
tion so to do when I rose; but I must now express 


/my sincere, deliberate conviction, that our true 
| course is to proceed onward, step by step, with the 


great subjects that have been devolved on us by 


| recent events, by the acquisitions that have been 
_made by this Government of these great territo- 


ries, and to take them up, and act upon one andall 
in the spirit which the Constitution of the United 
States prescribes to us all, enjoins upon us all, as 


itis our duty to conform to that spirit in all our 
‘| legislation. 


Well, when gentlemen shall have satisfied them- 


selves on these propositions, and when, as I have 
| said, the movers of the propositions shall have had 
‘all the opportunity they desire for replying to the 
| remarks that have been made, I shall feel it my 


duty to bring to the attention of the Senate practi- 
cal measures, with the view to their being decided 
upon, one after the other, in the order in which they 
may have been presented. . ; 

Mr. FOOTE. Participating as 1 do in those 
sentiments of gratitude, respect, and admiration 
which have been called forth here, and elsewhere, 


| by the speech of the honorable Senator from Mes- 


sachusetts, delivered in our hearing a few weeks 
since, and which was so replete with sound, lib- 
eral, patriotic, and statesmanlike views upon the 
great questions which now occupy so intensely the 
public mind of the country, I must be permitted 
to declare the profound regret which | feel 
being constrained, by considerations too imperious 
to be disregarded, to state my dissent to several of 
the suggestions to which he has this moment given 
Such indeed is my desire to avoid 
collision, or even any appearance of ¢ollision with 
the honorable Senator from Massachusetis, upon 


any of the points specially discussed by him on 


this occasion, that I should gladly remain silent, but 
for the fact that one or two of his leading observa 
tions are repugnant to convictions which | have 


for some time past entertained—convictions which 


have been greatly confirmed and corroborated by 
recent events, and the correctness of which I do 


not entirely despair of being able to demonstrate, 
_ even to the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 


himself. In most of the general views of the hot 
orable Senator from Massachusetts, | can, without 
the least insincerity, avow my hearty concurrence 
I concur with him also in the remark which f 

from him, and which was several times repeated, 


touching the expediency of proceeding, in a regu 


lar and orderly manner, in the examination of ‘he 


| several practical propositions which have been sub- 
not to be no satisfactorily exemplified in this great | mitted to us for th 


e adjustment of the various que 
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